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Christopher White : Skipjack: The Story of America's Last Sailing Oystermen  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Skipjack: The Story of America's Last Sailing 
Oystermen: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Moving Tribute to a Dying BreedBy Sharon at the shoreLike 
"Skipjack" author Christopher White, I had the unforgettable opportunity to spend some time on Tilghman Island, 
sailing with Captain Stanley Larrimore aboard the Lady Katie. Cap'n. Stanley used to bring his craft out of the water 
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after oyster season, and clean her up for weekend sailing tours. My mother and I went aboard three years in a row, 
participating the last year in the races off Sandy Point. White captures the salt-of-the-earth (sea?) essence of the 
watermen (and women) who inhabit this glorious but demanding stretch of Chesapeake shoreline. His evocative style 
has you shivering in cold winter blasts, and dozing enveloped by the scents of home cooking. For anyone of (or 
familiar with) the Delmarva Peninsula, this book is a must-have; for those who'll only learn of the fast-fading lifestyle 
through literature, this is the definitive book.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful, funny, and 
moving - wonderfully writtenBy SilvioI bought this book during the Thanksgiving Holiday weekend and read it while 
a storm raged outside. The book was a very pleasant surprise! I had never heard of Christopher White, but he has 
written an exceptional book, one that I have placed on my bookshelf beside William W. Warner's Beautiful Swimmers 
and Varley Lang's Follow the Water; my favorite books about the Eastern Shore and the Chesapeake Bay. Christopher 
White's gift for capturing the dialog of the Watermen is exceptional, and he uses that gift to propel his captivating, 
funny, and finally, very moving story to its sad ending. I've seen many of the Skipjacks mentioned in his book, at 
dockside in Tilghman Island, Cambridge, and other ports, at the Skipjack races, and out on the bay. It breaks my heart 
to read of their abandonment and destruction, and the disappearance of the way of life that sustained them for over a 
century. I will remember this sad and beautiful book for a very long time. I recommend it to anyone with an interest in 
the Bay, its unique watercraft, and above all, the Watermen who sail on it.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Tough times for skipjacks, men and oysters!By CustomerThis is a very good book, well written. Tells the 
tough life of the skipjack clan and the hardship of the Chesapeake oyster. To hear about the beauty and the toughness 
of the skipjack makes me wish l had the opportunity to go back in time just to be with the men, ship and oysters. This 
is a great book for the armchair captains.

In Skipjack, Christopher White spends a pivotal year with three memorable captains as they battle man and nature to 
control the fate of their island villages and oyster fleet. Through these lively characters, White paints a vivid picture of 
life on a skipjack, a wooden oystering sailboat. But this last vestige of American sailing culture is rapidly dying. These 
captains must set aside their rivalry to fight for their very livelihood. With so many obstacles, it is not certain the fleet 
will survive the season. Hinging on its success, the viability of the nation's premiere estuary and the survival of a 
classic American town hang dangerously in the balance.

From Publishers WeeklyIn late March 1978, biologist and science writer White (Chesapeake Bay) joined the crew of 
the sailing ship Rebecca T. Ruark, a "skipjack" that was "among the last sailboats still employed in commercial fishing 
in North America." Renting a cottage in Tilghman, a village then untouched by development and tourism, White spent 
the next year chronicling the lives and community of the oystermen. In order to preserve the oyster population, an 
1865 Maryland law limited the dredging of oysters to sail-powered ships; for over 140 years, this "enforced 
obsolescence" approach worked; now, however, the oyster population of the Bay (once "king of the American oyster") 
is plummeting for reasons not entirely clear, though pollution, disease and more efficient fishing methods have all 
contributed. Naturally, what's at stake is not just an important sea creature but a way of human life; White mines 
information and testimony on every aspect of community life, from family recipes to skipjack races to oyster wars, in 
a moving account. Examining the circumstances and difficult decisions of men like the skipper of the Rebecca, a third-
generation oysterman, White provides on-the-ground insight into the possibilities and problems of simultaneously 
sustaining a community and an ecosystem. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All 
rights reserved. [An] evocative portrait of the nation's most beautiful and poignant vocational anachronism. It's an 
action-packed tale, complete with waterborne grudge matches, on-deck shootouts, fierce winter storms and 
suspenseful escapes. (The Washington Post)[A] colorful, comprehensive, and valuable piece of Americana. (Peter 
Matthiessen, novelist and non-fiction writer, twice winner of the National Book Award)The world has almost run out 
of fish, as modern technology strips our oceans bare. Christopher Whites Skipjack is a compelling story about how the 
wisdom of the past can help us protect the future of our fisheries. If you savor seafood, Whites chronicle of the gritty 
life aboard Americas last sailboat fishing fleet is a tale you need to hear. (Trevor Corson, he author of Secret Life of 
Lobsters and The Story of Sushi)Well written, and carefully researched. Chris Whites brilliant use of the watermans 
vernacular and his intimate knowledge of multiple generations of watermen combine to make this an excellent treatise 
on a culture that is clearly disappearing. (Gilbert M. Grosvenor, former editor and Chairman of National Geographic 
Society)At a time when the last great wildernesses are melting or going up in smoke, its comforting to know that these 
watermen still exist-and that a writer as insightful and lyrical as Christopher White is on hand to document their 
fiercely independent way of life. (George Reiger, Wanderer on My Native Shore, and former Conservation Editor, 
Field Stream)The author spent a year with the captains of three skipjacks, as they balanced politics and tradition, 
environmental and economic issues in their struggle to harvest oysters from their wooden sailboats. (Wooden Boat)A 
stunning portrait...(White's) keen eye and lively prose together draw a clear image of a place where work, nature, and a 
deep connection to regional history are interwoven. Join the author as he rides along with the last vestiges of a great 
American tradition. (National Fisherman)Exciting and poignant as a few aging men and boats struggle to keep a 



remarkable way of life alive just a little longer. (Bay Journal)About the AuthorChristopher White has written several 
books and has had articles appear in National Geographic, Exploration, and many other publications. 


