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Stanley Brandes: Skullstothe Living, Bread to the Dead: The Day of the Dead in Mexico and Beyond before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Skullsto the Living, Bread to
the Dead: The Day of the Dead in Mexico and Beyond:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. BrandesBy CarlyThisis agood introductory book for anthropol ogy
students and an entertaining book for the general public. Brandes does a good job breaking old stereotypes of a death
obsessed Mexico and describes what Day of the Dead means to modern people in and out of Mexico.0 of O people


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1405152486

found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Maria E. FisherAmazing book on a fascinating topic that has become
across cultural phenomena. A must read.2 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Skullsto the Living Dead
bookBy carmel reidIt was a gift for my daughter, she loved it has added it to her Dios De Muertos collection. Arrived
on time, thank you

Each October, as the Day of the Dead draws near, Mexican markets overflow with decorated breads, fanciful paper
cutouts, and whimsical toy skulls and skeletons. To honor deceased relatives, Mexicans decorate graves and erect
home altars. Drawing on arich array of historical and ethnographic evidence, this volume reveal s the origin and
changing character of this celebrated holiday. It explores the emergence of the Day of the Dead as a symbol of
Mexican and Mexican-American national identity. Skullsto the Living, Bread to the Dead poses a serious challenge to
the widespread stereotype of the morbid Mexican, unafraid of death, and obsessed with dying. In fact, the Day of the
Dead, as shown here, is a powerful affirmation of life and creativity. Beautifully illustrated, thisbook is essential for
anyone interested in Mexican culture, art, and folklore, as well as contemporary globalization and identity formation.

Shortlisted for the Katharine Briggs Folklore Award 2007 "A cogent, attractively presented case study of asingle
festival initsdiverse forms. It provides alucid account of cultural change and a careful plotting of causes and
influences." (Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute, March 2009) "As Brandes explainsin this small, well-
written, colorfully illustrated volume, the Day of the Dead has strayed far from its origins as a Mexican version of the
pan-Roman Catholic All Saints and All Souls' days to become a spectacular international and interethnic happening ...
Recommended." (CHOICE) "Penetrating look at how religious ritual can be shaped and transformed by culture to
serve new purposesin arapidly changing world." (Missiology) "Erudite and charming, Brandes' book provides a
welcome antidote to previous studies of Day of the Dead 'morbidity," segueing seamlessly from the Mexican festivities
to Mexican-Americans in California. The book is destined to become a classic in Hispanic studies.” David D. Gilmore,
SUNY, Stony Brook "Thisis a marvelous book. Brandes, a perceptive analyst and delightful writer, mines his years of
fieldwork to offer both the telling ethnographic episode and the revealing photograph. Skulls to the Living not only
illuminates the fascinating rituals of the Day of the Dead, but offers rich insight into changing and kal eidoscopic
Mexican culture aswell." David |. Kertzer, Brown UniversityFrom the Back CoverEach October, as the Day of the
Dead draws near, Mexican markets overflow with decorated breads, fanciful paper cutouts, and whimsical toy skulls
and skeletons. To honor deceased relatives, Mexicans decorate graves and erect home altars. Drawing on arich array
of historical and ethnographic evidence, this volume reveals the origin and changing character of this celebrated
holiday. It explores the emergence of the Day of the Dead as a symbol of Mexican and Mexican-American national
identity. Skullsto the Living, Bread to the Dead poses a serious challenge to the widespread stereotype of the morbid
Mexican, unafraid of death, and obsessed with dying. In fact, the Day of the Dead, as shown here, is a powerful
affirmation of life and creativity. Beautifully illustrated, this book is essential for anyone interested in Mexican
culture, art, and folklore, as well as contemporary globalization and identity formation.



