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Andrew Wackerfuss: Stormtrooper Families: Homosexuality and Community in the Early Nazi M ovement
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Stormtrooper Families:
Homosexuality and Community in the Early Nazi Movement:

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Asacasua student of Nazi Germany, this book ...By Michael
WhiteAs a casual student of Nazi Germany, this book filled in a number gapsin my knowledge and helped me


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1939594057

contrast and compare the current political situation in the USA. Though we currently have many people feeling
disenfranchised, both young and old, the differences between Germany in the 30'sis very different. The homosexuality
aspect of the SA seemed to me no different than many organization past and present. Homosexual s have been present
in every society since the beginning of time. Nazi Germany, as with many in our society use Homosexuals as
scapegoats for avariety of reasons. This book helped me broaden my understanding of Germany and the rise of
Hitler.8 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Life of the Everyday StormtrooperBy Clayton J.
WhisnantThere are few topics written so much about as Nazism, and so it hard to write a book that really tellsyou
anything truly new about this topic. This book accomplishes thisrare feat by getting deep inside the SA subculture.
Wackerfuss's book reveals deep tensions that existed within the Nazi stormtrooper communities, especially between
antisocial violence and community support and between family life and homosocial bonding. For anyone interested in
getting beyond the stories of Ernst Roehm and the rest of the group's leadership, this book will offer arange of
fascinating stories about what it was like to be an average stormtrooper: their motivations, political views, and
everyday activities.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Much-needed addition to SA historiesBy Linda
B.Stormtrooper Families manages to shed new light on the SA subculture. It is aunique look at a specific yet fairly
unknown side of history. Wackerfuss approach to looking at the inner makings of the SA and their well organized yet
separate and often tension ridden units is well researched and well written!

Based on extensive archival work, Stormtrooper Families combines stormtrooper personnel records, Nazi Party
autobiographies, published and unpublished memoirs, personal |etters, court records, and police-surveillance records
to paint a picture of the stormtrooper movement as an organic product of itslocal community, its web of interpersonal
relationships, and itsintensely emotional internal struggles. Extensive analysis of Nazi-era media across the political
spectrum shows how the public debate over homosexuality proved just as important to political outcomes as did the
actual presence of homosexualsin fascist and antifascist politics.As children in the late-imperial period, the
stormtroopers witnessed the first German debates over homosexuality and political life. As young adults, they verbally
and physically battled over these definitions, bringing conflicts over homosexuality and masculinity into the center of
Weimar Germany's most important political debates. Stormtrooper Families chronicles the stormtroopers' personal,
political, and sexual struggles to explain not only how individual gay men existed within the Nazi movement but also
how the public meaning of homosexuality affected fascist and antifascist politicsa public controversy still alive today.

Detailed, well informed, and highly readablean important and most welcome contribution to the still relatively small
number of SA histories, and Wackerfuss has undertaken a huge amount of research into local primary sources. (Daniel
Siemens, University College London)A fascinating picture of the private lives of the SA, both asindividualsand in
their close-knit groups. Many studies concentrate on the SA leadership and its trials and tribulations, but Wackerfuss
shines alight on individual units, which were by no means a united front but sometimes fraught with infighting.
Beyond that, he peersinto the life and minds of individual SA men to see what motivated them to join this violent
organization and how it became instrumental in winning support for Adolf Hitler. (Geoffrey Giles, University of
Florida)Stormtrooper Familiesis a much needed addition to the vast collection of books on the Third Reich and its
history. (Books by Meri)Stormtrooper Families offers a much-needed historical reckoning... bringing lucid scholarship
to aneglected areain the history of the Nazi regime. (Karl Wolff New Y ork Journal of Books)lt is arare achievement
indeed to tell us something new about Nazism. Through its in-depth exploration of 'everyday' life within Hamburg's
Sturmabteiling (SA), the Nazi Party's paramilitary group, Andrew Wackerfuss' rich and readable book does just that.
(VictoriaHarris Times Higher Education)A fascinating study of a history that many textbooks have ignored. (Darrell
Scheidegger Jr. Outword)A fascinating, well-researched and well-written book, this one is a keeper. (Angel Curtis
OutSmart)A very readable history of the Sturmabteilung (SA), or stormtroopers, one of the earliest wings of Nazism....
Highly recommended. (Choice)Wackerfuss brings a very perceptive eye to his subject.... Academic readers will find
his contribution to our knowledge of the SA, and especialy his perceptive analysis of the psychology of some of its
members, immensely useful, while more casual readers will surely find his account, quite simply, very enjoyable to
read. (Alex Burkhardt H-German)Wackerfuss provides a welcome addition to our understanding of the early SA
movement, and a thoughtful commentary on postwar notions of Nazi sexuality and homoeroticism. (Tiia Sahrakorpi
German History)Stormtrooper Families reveal s intimate details about the lives of the men who served in the famously
cliquish, violent, and chaotic German military unit known as Sturmabteilung (a.k.a. "SA" or " Stormtroopers'). (Jacob
Anderson-Minshall The Advocate)A very readable book that offers awindow on daily lifein the SA aswell asa
provocative argument about homosexuality and Nazism. (Laurie Marhoefer American Historical )About the
AuthorAndrew Wackerfussis a historian with the United States Air Force and an adjunct professor at Georgetown
University, Washington, D.C.



