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Ronald Takaki : Strangers from a Different Shore: A History of Asian Americans Au of...  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Strangers from a Different Shore: A History 
of Asian Americans Au of...: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must read!By Lady LigayaRonald Takaki did a beautiful job 
portraying the struggles of Asian immigrants. Personal moving stories from various ethnicities coupled with newpaper 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B002IVV3S2


clippings, painted a backdrop of how differently each ethnicity felt and lived to establish a life in Hawaii and on the 
main land, especia California. This books was exceptionally moving- I highly recommend this book for anyone 
interested in learning thier Asian American roots and empathizing with it as welll.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Love it!By CustomerThis book will give you all the insight you want to know and learn about. It is a 
fairly easy read and written very well.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy PhilRequired 
book for school.

In an extraordinary blend of eloquent narrative history, vivid personal recollection, and oral testimony, Ronald Takaki 
relates the diverse 150-year history of Asian Americans. Through richly detailed vignettes--by turns bitter, funny, and 
inspiring--he offers a stunning panorama of a neglected part of Americanhistory. 16 pages of photographs.

About the AuthorMy grandfather emigrated from Japan to work on the cane fields of Hawaii in 1886, and my mother 
was born on the Hawi Plantation. As a teenager growing up on Oahu, I was not academically inclined but was actually 
a surfer. During my senior year, I took a religion course taught by Dr. Shunji Nishi, a Japanese American with a Ph.D. 
I remember going home and asking my mother, who only had an eighth-grade education: "Mom, what's a Ph.D.?" She 
answered: "I don't know but he must be very smart." Dr. Nishi became a role model for me, and he arranged for me to 
attend the College of Wooster. There my fellow white students asked me questions like: "How long have you been in 
this county? Where did you learn to speak English?" They did not see me as a fellow American. I did not look white or 
European in ancestry. As a scholar, I have been seeking to write a more inclusive and hence more accurate history of 
Americans, Chicanos, Native Americans as well as certain European immigrant groups like the Irish and Jews. My 
scholarship seeks not to separate our diverse groups but to show how our experiences were different but they were not 
disparate. Multicultural history, as I write and present it, leads not to what Schlesinger calls the "disuniting of 
America" but rather to the re-uniting of America. 


