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This innovative volume is an extended intellectual conversation about the ways personal lives are being undone and 
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remade today. Examining the ethnography of the modern subject, this preeminent group of scholars probes the 
continuity and diversity of modes of personhood across a range of Western and non-Western societies. Contributors 
consider what happens to individual subjectivity when stable or imagined environments such as nations and 
communities are transformed or displaced by free trade economics, terrorism, and war; how new information and 
medical technologies reshape the relation one has to oneself; and which forms of subjectivity and life possibilities are 
produced against a world in pieces. The transdisciplinary conversation includes anthropologists, historians of science, 
psychologists, a literary critic, a philosopher, physicians, and an economist. The authors touch on how we think and 
write about contingency, human agency, and ethics today.


