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Sandy was the costliest hurricanein U.S. history after Katrina, but the waters had barely receded from the Jersey coast
when massive efforts began to Restore the Shore. Why do people build in areas open to repeated natural disasters?
And why do they return to these areas in the wake of major devastation? Drawing on avariety of insights from
environmental sociology, Superstorm Sandy answers these questions as it looks at both the unique character of the
Jersey Shore and the more universal ways that humans relate to their environment. Diane C. Bates offers awide-
ranging look at the Jersey Shore both before and after Sandy, examining the many factorssuch as cultural attachment,
tourism revenues, and governmental regulationthat combined to create a highly vulnerable coastal region. She explains
why the Shore is so important to New Jerseyans, acting as akey cultural touchstone in a state that lacks a central city
or even a sports team to build a shared identity among the states residents. She analyzes post-Sandy narratives about
the Jersey Shore that trumpeted the dominance of human ingenuity over nature (such as the states Stronger than the
Storm advertising campaign) or proclaimed a therapeutic community (Jersey Strong)narratives rooted in emotion and
iconography, waylaying any thought of the near-certainty of future storms. The book also examines local business
owners, politicians, real estate developers, and residents who have vested interests in the region, explaining why the
Shore was developed intensively prior to Sandy, and why restoration became an imperative in the post-storm period.
Engagingly written and insightful, Superstorm Sandy highlights the elements that compounded the disaster on the
Shore, providing a framework for understanding such catastrophes and preventing them in the future.

"In examining the roots of New Jerseys storm response, Bates tracks historical data sets, including ethnic migrations
and the rise of casinos, to provide aframework for the community-level response to Sandy. Theresult isa
comprehensive view of the entire state from its foundation to the modern day. While the book is useful as an
examination of the roots of the federal, state, and local reaction to Sandy, it could almost stand alone as a quick
socioeconomic history of the entire state of New Jersey ... Highly recommended for policymakers, local governments,
and active citizens working in any disaster-prone coastal area."



