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Marie Beatrice Umutesi : Surviving the Slaughter: The Ordeal of a Rwandan Refugeein Zaire (Women in
Africaand the Diaspora) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised Surviving the Slaughter: The Ordeal of a Rwandan Refugee in Zaire (Women in Africa and the Diaspora):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An important book, provides insights that had escaped me beforeBy


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0299204944

F. L.I thought | knew alot about what happened in Rwanda between 1990 and 1994 -- and afterwards -- having read
some of the original documents (such as Stam Davenport's research, and the leaked UN "Mapping Report" etc.), as
well as knowing some survivors/refugees/exiles personally. None of what was in the recently presented BBC
documentary on Kagame was news to me.However, just in the first 40 pages (I have not completed reading the book),
she gave me an insight into the complexities of inter-group conflicts leading up to the infamous "100 days" that had
escaped me before. She was able to do so because of her travels and relationships within Rwanda and abroad that cut
across ethnic (Hutu/Tutsi) and REGIONAL lines, as well as socio-economic lines. She ulls no punches but is
remarkably even handed in her descriptions of both Hutu and Tutsi friends and colleagues. The "miracle economy" and
"new society" of Rwandaisafraud, but if the current despotic regime is to be replaced in a peaceful way and former
enemies are to find ways to rebuild on afoundation that is not the lie our mass media have been repeating, they must
draw upon experiences and insights of people such as Marie Beatrice Umutesi.O of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerAwesomell of 12 people found the following review helpful. A story of
incredible courage and humanityBy J. EmersonThisis the tragic and triumphant autobiography of a Rwandan Hutu
woman who, after living for a couple of years as an internally displaced person in Rwanda and then surviving the
horrific conditions in the camps that were - illegally - set up in by the UN in Zaire within shelling distance of the
Rwandan border and further down the road in the death camp at Tingi Tingi, decided, along with tens of thousands of
othersto try to escape from the murderous attacks of Kagame's RPF, UN bounty hunters and Kabila's troops by taking
to the roadsin an effort to find a way out of the country. She took around ten children, none of them her own, with her
and tried, mostly unsuccessfully, to keep them alive during months of trekking through trackless tropical forests during
the rainy season, walking barefoot on blistering roads, eating whatever they could scavenge in the deserted villages
along the way.We have heard alot about the tragedy of the Tutsi genocide in 1994. What we haven't heard, partly
because the press has been manipulated by the current Tutsi regime in Rwanda and partly because the U. S. continues
to count on Kagame to keep our access open to the mineralsin Congo - particularly coltan, which isused in cell
phones and computers - is that as many Hutu as Tutsi have been killed both before and after 1994. Books like "We
Wish to Inform Y ou that Tomorrow We Will Be Killed With Our Families' by Philip Gourevitch were highly
misleading and only served to reinforce the mistaken view that all Hutu were genocidal and all Tutsi innocent victims,
and as aresult the world has et at least 750,000 innocent Hutu be slaughtered while their killers enjoy impunity. And
that is not even counting the 3,000,000 Congolese who have died.The first chapters of the book give an overview of
the history Rwanda and life in the camps, and the rest of it deals with Umutesi's trek across Zaire. It is even handed,
understated, immensely powerful and very timely. It was published in French, Spanish, Catalan and Dutch before
being translated into English.

In thisfirsthand account of inexplicable brutality, day-to-day suffering, and survival, Marie Beatrice Umutesi sheds
light on the other genocide that targeted the Hutu refugees of Rwanda after the victory of the Rwandan Patriotic Front
in 1994. Umutesi's documentation of these years provides the world a history that is still widely unknown. Availablein
English for the first time, this poignant autobiography is more than a testimony to the lives and humanity lost; itisa
call for those responsible for the atrocious crimes - and the devastating silence - to be held accountable.

From Publishers Weekly"| have been through Hell, have known horror, and now that | have escaped... | give
testimony to what | have seen." So begins Umutesi's persona account of the bloody ethnic confrontations between
Tutsi and Hutu in Rwanda and neighboring Zaire, culminating in the 1994 slaughter of Tutsi and moderate Hutus. A
Hutu often "taken for a Tutsi," sociologist Umutesi fled to Zaire in 1994 and spent two years in the refugee camps,
witnessing the destruction of the camps and the subsequent ethnic massacres of Hutu refugees by Rwandan soldiers
and Zairian rebels. Her tone encompasses both a sociologist's objectivity and a sufferer's anguish, describing

mal nutrition and famine, cholera and dysentery, panic and brutality. There were two genocides, this book argues, with
barbaric acts committed by and against Hutus and permitted by an international community that "seemed more
interested in gross acts of war than in the plight of the people being killed every day, of those who were hiding in the
ceilings, woods, ditches, and swamps." Acts of kindness and heroism occur, but thisis painful, bitter reading. Umutesi
is unable to answer the question with which she began"What led us to this extremity?'but her compelling account of
that extremity is avaluable historical document. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier
Inc. All rights reserved. "Testimony so powerful and moving that it reaches an unintended literary greatness." Jan
Vansing, "African Studies""Umutesi helps us better understand the fear that has fueled a history of violence between
both Tuts and Hutu Rwanda. . . and the utter failure of the international organizations, governments, and mediato tell
the truth."Aili Mari Tripp, series editorPassages of Umutesis book rank with some of the most effective antiwar
literature of the twentieth century.Nicolas van de Walle, "Foreign Affairs'From the PublisherTranslated by Julia
Emerson



