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Shirley Harrison : Sylvia Pankhurst: A Crusading Life 1882-1960  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sylvia Pankhurst: A Crusading Life 1882-1960: 

Born in Manchester in 1882, Sylvia grew up in a bohemian household that played host to great activists and artists 
such as Keir Hardie, George Bernard Shaw, William Morris, Thomas Mann, and Anne Besant. Sylvia inherited her 
father's unshakeable idealism, taking over an East End pub and converting it into a maternity clinic, a Montessori 
school, and a day nursery. Up until his death in 1915, Sylvia was involved in an anguished lover affair with Keir 
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Hardie, co-founder of the Independent Labour Party. She finally made her home in Ethiopia, enthusiastically joining 
the people in their struggle for independence. On her death in 1960, she was honored with a State funeral. Drawing on 
her journals, letters, writings, and paintings, this is the fascinating story of her colorful life.

"'Admirable' - Sunday Times; 'A mighty tale indeed... Shirley Harrison has presented an impeccably researched and 
pleasingly accessible account' - Manchester Evening News"About the AuthorShirley Harrison is the author of a 
number of books, including The Channel, an exploration of the history of the English Channel, and The Diary of Jack 
the Ripper. 


