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Ronald L. Grimes : Symbol and Conquest: Public Ritual and Drama in Santa Fe  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Symbol and Conquest: Public Ritual and Drama in 
Santa Fe: 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1453781390


Symbol and Conquest makes a number of innovative analytical distinctions which Professor Grimes interweaves 
skillfully with his descriptions of the rituals and symbols of the two dominant public celebrations in modern Santa Fe. 
This New Mexican city is an especially appropriate subject for the study of symbolic action in a contemporary setting. 
Santa Fe not only has inherited a rich store of icons, emblems, and insignia from its dramatic past and an arena of 
conflict and alliance between "Hispanic," "Anglo," and "Indo" peoples and cultures, but also has generated new 
"signifiers." In addition to the processions and pageants that are the main focus of his book, Grimes considers such 
important modern sources of symbolism as tourism, the Chamber of Commerce, the civic "establishment," and other 
by-products of commercialism. He is also sensitive to the ways in which public symbolism is influenced by the 
resident artistic community and by immigrant, mostly "Anglo," religious groups who are seeking to construct liturgical 
forms more in keeping with contemporary experience than those of their metrical churches and sects. --Victor W. 
Turner


