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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The content of the book is perfect. However the quality print islow
sinceit's...By NirvanacsThe content of the book is perfect. However the quality print islow sinceit's a scanned
version. Anyway it isjust worth the money..8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. * The* reference for this
stuff, but it's poorly indexedBy Timothy ChowThisis*the* reference for symmetric functions and related topics. The
second edition is greatly expanded, including (among other things) valuable material on Macdonald polynomials
(though the author modestly does not refer to them by this term). The exposition is clean and to the point, as we have
come to expect of Macdonald. The only defect of the book isthat it can be hard to find thingsin it. The index is much
too short, and much of the material is presented in long lists of disconnected "examples' that are very hard to search
through quickly.

Thisreissued classic text is the acclaimed second edition of Professor lan Macdonald's groundbreaking monograph on
symmetric functions and Hall polynomials. The first edition was published in 1979, before being significantly
expanded into the present edition in 1995. Thistext iswidely regarded as the best source of information on Hall
polynomials and what have come to be known as Macdonald polynomials, central to a number of key developmentsin
mathematics and mathematical physicsin the 21st centuryMacdonald polynomials gave rise to the subject of double
affine Hecke algebras (or Cherednik algebras) important in representation theory. String theorists use Macdonald
polynomialsto attack the so-called AGT conjectures. Macdonald polynomials have been recently used to construct
knot invariants. They are also a central tool for atheory of integrable stochastic models that have found a number of
applications in probability, such as random matrices, directed polymersin random media, driven lattice gases, and so
on. Macdonald polynomials have become a part of basic material that a researcher simply must know if (s)he wants to
work in one of the above domains, ensuring this new edition will appeal to avery broad mathematical
audience.Featuring a new foreword by Professor Richard Stanley of MIT.

From reviews of the first edition: "Despite the amount of material of such great potential interest to
mathematicians...the theory of symmetric functions remains all but unknown to the personsit is most likely to
benefit...Hopefully this beautifully written book will put an end to this stateof affairs...| have no doubt that this book
will become the definitive reference on symmetric functions and their applications." --Bulletin of the AMS"...In
addition to providing a self-contained and coherent account of well-known and classical work, thereis agreat deal
which isoriginal. The book is dotted with gems, both old and new...It is a substantial and valuable volume and will be
regarded as the authoritative source which has beenlong awaited in this subject." --LM S book reviewsFrom reviews of
the second edition: "Evidently this second edition will be the source and reference book for symmetric functionsin the
near future." --Zbl. Math.About the Authorl. G. Macdonald, Queen Mary and Westfield College, Londonl. G.
Macdonald, Emeritus Professor, Queen Mary and Westfield College, London



