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Noam Chomsky : Syntactic Structures before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and all praised Syntactic Structures:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy E. A. BABBVery nice copy.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. GoodBy CustomerGood3 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Where it all
beganBy Kevin GilletteWhether you love him, hate him or haven't the first clue what he's about, it's hard to deny that
Noam Chomsky is*the* father of modern formal linguistics. This book is still considered a "gold standard” even after


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1614278040

nearly 60 years. If you have any interest in studying or working on formal or computational linguistics, this realtively
brief monograph is essential reading.

2015 Reprint of 1957 Edition. Full facsimile of the original edition. Not reproduced with Optical Recognition
Software. American linguist Paul Postal wrote in 1964 that most of the "syntactic conceptions prevalent in the United
States' were "versions of the theory of phrase structure grammars in the sense of Chomsky". British linguist John
Lyonswrote in 1966 that "no work has had a greater influence upon the current linguistic theory than Chomsky's
Syntactic Structures." Prominent historian of linguistics R. H. Robins wrote in 1967 that the publication of Chomsky's
"Syntactic Structures”' was "probably the most radical and important change in direction in descriptive linguistics and
in linguistic theory that has taken place in recent years'. Another historian of linguistics Frederick Newmeyer
considers " Syntactic Structures' "revolutionary" for two reasons. Firstly, it showed that aformal yet non-empiricist
theory of language was possible and more importantly, it demonstrated this possibility in a practical sense by formally
treating a fragment of English grammar. Secondly, it put syntax at the center of the theory of language. Syntax was
recognized as the focal point of language production, in which afinite set of rules can produce an infinite number of
sentences. As aresult, morphology and phonology were relegated in importance. " Syntactic Structures' also initiated
an interdisciplinary dialog between philosophers of language and linguists. American philosopher John Searle wrote
that "Chomsky's work is one of the most remarkable intellectual achievements of the present era, comparable in scope
and coherence to the work of Keynes or Freud. It has done more than simply produce arevolution in linguistics; it has
created a new discipline of generative grammar and is having arevolutionary effect on two other subjects, philosophy
and psychology". With its formal and logical treatment of language, Syntactic Structures also brought linguistics and
the new field of computer science closer together.

"Chomsky's book on syntactic structuresis one of the first serious attempts on the part of alinguist to construct within
the tradition of scientific theory-construction a comprehensive theory of language which may be understood in the
same sense that a chemical, biological theory is ordinarily understood by expertsin those fields. It isnot amere
reorganization of the datainto anew kind of library catalog, nor another speculative philosophy about the nature of
Man and Language, but rather arigorous explication of our intuitions about our language in terms of an overt axiom
system, the theorems derivable from it, explicit results which may be compared with new data and other intuitions, all
based plainly on an overt theory of the internal structure of languages; and it may well provide an opportunity for the
application of explicit measures of simplicity to decide preference of one form over another form of grammar."Robert
B. Leesin: 'Language "l had already decided | wanted to be alinguist when | discovered this book. But it is unlikely
that | would have stayed in the field without it. It has been the single most inspiring book on linguistics in my whole
career." HenkvanRiemsdijk" Chomsky's book on syntactic structures is one of the first serious attempts on the part of a
linguist to construct within the tradition of scientific theory-construction a comprehensive theory of language which
may be understood in the same sense that a chemical, biological theory is ordinarily understood by expertsin those
fields. It is not a mere reorganization of the datainto a new kind of library catalog, nor another speculative philosophy
about the nature of Man and Language, but rather arigorous explication of our intuitions about our language in terms
of an overt axiom system, the theorems derivable from it, explicit results which may be compared with new data and
other intuitions, all based plainly on an overt theory of theinternal structure of languages; and it may well provide an
opportunity for the application of explicit measures of simplicity to decide preference of one form over another form
of grammar."Robert B. Leesin: 'Language’ "'l had already decided | wanted to be alinguist when | discovered this
book. But it isunlikely that | would have stayed in the field without it. It has been the single most inspiring book on
linguistics in my whole career." HenkvanRiemsdijkAbout the AuthorNoam Chomsky is Professor at the
Massachusetts I nstitute of Technology, USA.David W. Lightfoot is Professor at Georgetown University, Washington
DC, USA.



