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Andrew Carnie : Syntax: A Generative Introduction 3rd Edition and The Syntax Workbook Set  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Syntax: A Generative 
Introduction 3rd Edition and The Syntax Workbook Set: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great Introduction to a generative analysis of languageBy JasonFor 
the longest time, I have been interested in generative linguistics, but I couldn't understand principles such as Extended 
Projection Principle (EPP) and the distinction of phrases (e.g., CP, IP, and DP). I like reading a lot of current published 
work in linguistics framed in Minimalism, so this book has really helped me understand the current concerns in 
linguistics by it explaining concepts such as from X-Bar (that was framed in Government and Binding) before 
preceding onto more current modes of analysis. Furthermore, it seems to help me analyze language too.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. A solid introduction to the fieldBy KotoschovThe book offers a very good 
introduction to the field of generative syntactic theory. It shows many of the most critical theories and hypotheses in 
pre-90's syntax and doesn't skip the motivation of the theories. It's very clearly written, and I went through it quite 
fluidly.A major drawback is the lack of examples. In order to genuinely understand a syntactic theory you need to 
know more about the kinds of linguistic phenomena it's based on. And there's more than one unexplained gap in the 
book - by "gaps" I mean claims that are made without actually being explained. Things that are stated as though they 
were axioms, even though they have an explanation.A book without these problems is Hageman's "Government and 
Binding Theory". As good as this book may be (and it's good), it can't match the 700+ page monster written by 
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Hageman in terms of coverage.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Ahmand PageThank you

The third edition of Andrew Carnies Syntax: A Generative Introduction and The Syntax Workbook are now available 
as a set. His bestselling textbook on syntax has guided thousands of students through the discipline of theoretical 
syntax; retaining its popularity due to its combination of straightforward language, comprehensive coverage, and 
numerous exercises. In this third edition, topics have been updated, new exercises added, and the online resources 
have been expanded. The Syntax Workbook was written as a response to the students and instructors who, over the 
years, have requested more problem sets that give greater experience in analyzing syntactic structure. Aligned chapter-
by-chapter with the textbook, this workbook provides over 120 new exercises on all of the major topics in generative 
syntax.

"From first-hand experience, Carnie's book provides a highly readable and engaging initiation into the mindset and 
preoccupations of current syntactic theory. It is useful in tying the cognitive implications and background of current 
Chomskyan work together with the increasing cross-linguistic emphasis in syntax. The problem sets alone were 
extremely appreciated by my undergraduates." Mark Baltin, New York University "This book is a perfect example of 
how sophisticated syntactic concepts can be presented in a genuinely reader-friendly way. The syntax student is led 
carefully through argumentation to current syntactic theory and at the end has a clear understanding not only of the 
whats of syntax but also the whys." Lisa deMena Travis, McGill University "The book is written in a reader-friendly 
way, and guides students to grasp complicated syntactic concepts and analyses." The Linguist ListFrom the Back 
CoverBuilding on the success of the bestselling first edition, the new edition of Syntax provides a comprehensive and 
accessible introduction to the major issues in Principles and Parameters syntactic theory, including phrase structure, 
the lexicon, case theory, binding, movement, and locality conditions. Unique among syntax texts, this book also 
contains short chapters on both HPSG and LFG. Syntax succeeds in strengthening the foundational knowledge of its 
readers, preparing them for more advanced study. The fully revised second edition includes: Extended discussion in 
the foundational chapters, including many more sample trees New and extended problem sets in every chapter, all of 
which have been annotated for level and skill type A new foundational chapter on parts of speech Three new chapters 
on advanced topics including vP shells, object shift, gapping and ellipsis, control, and an additional chapter on 
advanced topics in binding Syntax, Second Edition is supported by an instructors manual and online resources for 
students and instructors, available at www.blackwellpublishing.com/carnie.About the Author Andrew Carnie is 
Assistant Professor of Linguistics at the University of Arizona. He is co-moderator, with Helen Dry and Anthony 
Aristar, of the Linguist List, and is co-editor, with Eithne Guilfoyle, of The Syntax of Verb Initial Languages (2000). 


