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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Systematic Data
Collection (Qualitative Research Methods Series 10):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great guide for cultural modeling and related techniquesBy David R.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0803930747

EwoldsenSage's series on qualitative methods are great introductions to a variety of topics and thisis no exception.
This book is written from the perspective of cultural anthropology, but it should be useful for scholars across the social
sciences. If you are interested in identifying how people represent or understand a given domain (e.g., family
relationships, fruit, romance, TV programs, whatever), this book provides a step by step guide on how to do this.
However, readers should be warned that despite the fact that thisis part of the qualitative series, there isafair amount
of math involved and these techniques involve the use of either multidimensional scaling or cluster analysisin order to
identify the underlying structure. One of the thingsthat is particularly useful about the book is that not only do the
authors provide a step-by-step guide, but they also provide many useful hints based on their years of experience doing
this type of research.l highly recommend this volume.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The book
gives agreat comprehensive look into structuring qualitative research methods in order ...By Martin JacintoThe book
gives agreat comprehensive look into structuring qualitative research methods in order to acquire accurate data. The
book isused in my informant accuracy course and it has been helpful. It's helped me understand the material alot
better than the rest of the assigned reading. | recommend it to both qualitative and quantitative method based
researchers.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Essential for good researchBy Frank WillemsA complete
book for setting up your research program. Includes strenghts and weakness of each method and useful tables as
example.

Data collection in the field, whether by interviewing or other methods, can be carried out in a structured, systematic
and scientific way. This volume compels field researchers to take very seriously not only what they hear, but what
they ask. Ethnographers have often discovered too late that the value of their interview information is discounted as a
consequence of poor sampling (of both questions and informants) and poor elicitation techniques. The authors focus
on the importance of establishing the right questions to ask through the use of free listing techniques; then they
describe in practical terms the administration of an impressive array of alternative kinds of informant task. They
conclude with adiscussion of reliability and validity of various methods which can be used to generate more
systematic, culturally meaningful data.

Praise for the First Edition: This"little blue book" is awonderful handbook for anthropologists. Its high ideas-per-
page ratio, in conjunction with its small size, makesit an ideal resource to take along into the field.--John B.
GatewoodPraise for the First Edition: This -little blue book- is awonderful handbook for anthropologists. Its high
ideas-per-page ratio, in conjunction with its small size, makesit an ideal resource to take along into the field.--John B.
Gatewood Praise for the First Edition: This "little blue book™ is awonderful handbook for anthropologists. Its high
ideas-per-page ratio, in conjunction with its small size, makesit an ideal resource to take along into the field. (John B.
Gatewood)About the AuthorDr. Wellers PhD isin Social Science and her expertiseisin the area of research methods
(statistics, epidemiology, and data collection). Sheis skilled in both qualitative and quantitative methods. She has two
books on methods. Systematic Data Collection (Sage Pub) covers awide variety of interviewing and data collection
methods and Metric Scaling (Sage Pub.) covers multivariate techniques of principal components, multidimensional
scaling, and correspondence analysis. For over a decade, she has been the co-director and a teacher in the National
Science Foundations Summer Institute for Research Design. Her research interests focus on minority health issues
with afocus on the measurement of beliefs. She is the co-devel oper of the Cultural Consensus Maodel (Romney,
Weller, Batchelder 1986; Romney, Batchelder, Weller 1987; Weller 2007), aformal mathematical model for the
assessment of cultural beliefs. Her research (funded by NSF) concerns the measurement of beliefs and practices
among Latinos in Guatemala, Mexico, South Texas, and Connecticut. Papers include studies of Latino beliefs about
AIDS/SIDA, diabetes, asthma, the common cold, and folk illnesses, as well as comparisons between community and
physician beliefs on AIDS, diabetes, and the common cold. Research on diabetes also has examined the effectiveness
of diabetes screening guidelines using the NHANES data (in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences,
Dallo Weller 2003). Sheis also the co-author on the meta-analysis of condom effectiveness for sexually transmitted
HIV (Davis Weller 1999; Weller Davis 2001) and served on the federal consensus panel to summarize research
concerning condoms and sexually transmitted diseases. Current work concerns decision-making of Galveston residents
when asked to evacuate for hurricane Ike. Another project is examining beliefs about the common cold and HIN1 flu
in the US and Mexico.Professor Romneys recent research has focused on human color vision ranging from cross-
cultural studies of color perception to representing physical reflectance spectrain low dimensional Euclidean space
(selected items available in pdf format below). Other research interests include comparative cognitive studies of
semantic structures, the measurement of cultural knowledge using culture consensus theory, and multidimensional
scaling. He was a Fellow at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciencesin 1956-57. Heis a Fellow of
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and a Member of the National Academy of Sciences.



