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Humanity is deeply committed to living along the worlds shores, but a catastrophic storm like Sandywhich took 
hundreds of lives and caused many billions of dollars in damagesshines a bright light at how costly and vulnerable life 
on a shoreline can be. Taking Chances offers a wide-ranging exploration of the diverse challenges of Sandy and asks if 
this massive event will really change how coastal living and development is managed. 

"O'Neill and Van Abs examine Sandy's impacts through the perspectives of urban planners, ecologists, climatologists, 
policy makers, and emergency managers to assess the vulnerabilities of the northeastern coast and to help better plan 
for and mitigate future disasters The essays argue for a more thoughtful, planned response to coastal rebuilding and 
development ... Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates through professionals and practitioners." 


