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I[lan I. Berman : Tehran Rising: Iran's Challenge to the United States before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tehran Rising: Iran's Challenge to the United States:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Clear, concise and InformativeBy Marrette Chambersthisis a well
written history on Iran and why it is threat to the US and to the world. It is easy to follow the time-line and reasoning
used by the rulersin deciding to make war on all of the western world and how they used their religious fervor to
inspire some people to become suicide bombers. Mr. Berman is quite knowledgeable and gives info on the political,
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financial and social history and changes that brought us to this point. He also shows the ties to China and Russia and
out reach to other nations. Thisisan eye opening and educational book to help you keep abreast of what is happening
in the world today.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kindle Customergreat read9 of 17
people found the following review helpful. One-sided analysis but very well writtenBy DimitriosFor some reason Ilan
Berman is strongly biased towards Israel, thus he can not present Iran but as aradical, dangerous, terrorist-sponsoring
state which must be eradicated. Although he does not keep the balance when he cites hiswell founded arguments, heis
avery able scholar and analyst. He says that the radical reversal of ail prices, from $30 to more than $70 in the last
five years, has given Iran an unexpected economic windfall, helped to jump-start Tehran's rearmament and to revive
the Islamic Republic's regional ambitions. Iran has indeed been connected to many terrorist activities, has a more
aggressive military posture recently and has tried to export the revolution to its immediate neighborhood but thereis
no proof that it tried to destabilize the global markets by raising the prices exorbitantly. Berman has many arguments
though to show that Iran has made many attempts to form an anti-American axisin the region and play its own "great
game" in central Asia (which | find absolutely logical given its encirclement by US forces). When studying the
preemptive air stikes scenarios (which do not cover more than a couple of pages), he agrees with the results of recent
wargames held in the US, which concluded that "the available American military options are likely to fail in the long
term". He also tries hard to hide the fact that Israel is always behind these war scenarios, stating that "the West should
not expect "Little Isragl" to avert a crisisover Iran's nuclear program" and referring to Ariel Sharon's diplomatic
statement that "Israel is not planning to attack Iran. The way to treat Iran isto exercise political and economic
pressure”. It seemsthat |srael wishes to keep its hands clean this time, sending US military to do the dirty job onits
behalf likeit did in Irag! On the other hand, if the pressure on the US will not bear fruit, then Israel itself will probably
take action against Iran. Analysing what must be done in order to defuse the crisis, Berman supports a more energetic
diplomatic campaign, by using Turkey, Pakistan and the Caspian states to contain Iran. He adopts the theory that the
Iranian people is on the verge of a new revolution against the theocratic regime (something that | doubt) and that the
last needs only a push in order to collapse. "lran isin the throes of a demographic and ideological upheaval" he writes,
and "the country's political consensus has begun to crumble”. In order to speed this process, destroying the iranian
regime from within, he suggests that US and her allies should adopt the Reagan Doctrine of the '80s. expanding and
optimizing existing outreach, financing external broadcasting sources, funding complimentary public diplomacy and
political warfare mechanisms, and deterring foreign interference. " The resuscitation of such initiatives toward Iranis
especialy vital, given the age of the Iranian population (70% under the age of 30) and their increasingly evident
discontent with the current clerical regime". Tha author stretches his argument further, saying that "the Iranians are
still in search of their Lech Walesa" and that "the overthrow of the Islamic Republic of Iran is good for America and
good for the Iranian people”. Analysts like Berman seem not to have learnt anything about people?s attitude and
islamic feelings from the Iragi adventure and expect the Iraniansto hail US sanctions or military stikes as a chance to
get free! | think thisis avery dangerous illusion. Besides, when Berman recounts president Bush's saying that "the US
must defend liberty and justice because these principles are right and true for all people everywhere" somoeone must
remind him of the "liberty and justice" of occupied Cyprus and the numerous UN decisions that Turkey defiesfor 30
years with the support of the US. The world is not black and white and the US are not the crusader of liberty and
justice but just of their own strategic interests like any superpower before them, and thisis the bitter truth.

The Islamic Republic of Iran today constitutes the single greatest challenge to the United States and the War on Terror.
In the Persian Gulf and Central Asia, Iranian policymakers are busy cobbling together alliances intended to elevate it
to the status of aregional superpower at the expense of the U.S. and its European alies. In Iraqg, Iran is spending
millions to perpetuate a lingering insurgency that threatens to transform the former Baathist state into another Islamic
Republic. Iran remains the world's most active sponsor of terrorism, fueling the activities of Hamas, the Palestinian
Islamic Jihad, Hezbollah and al-Qaeda. And through its nuclear advances, mature chemical- and biological weapons
programs, and an expanding conventional military, Iran is gaining the capability to catastrophically alter the balance of
power far beyond itsimmediate neighborhood. All of this has been guided by an ambitious strategic agendathat is
designed to make the Iranian regime the center of gravity in the post-Saddam Middle East.As evidence of this threat
mounts, one thing remains crystal clear to llan Berman: "Washington is woefully unprepared to deal with this
mounting peril." Berman's approach is hard-hitting, provocative and unflinchingly critical. But he takes the exploration
of Iran's menace one step further, providing what has been missing so far in the foreign policy discourse regarding
Iran, both within the U.S. government and outside itpractical policy prescriptions designed to contain Iran's strategic
ambitions.

Mr. Berman lays out athoughtful U.S. strategy for containing Iran diplomatically, by rallying Turkey, Russia, and the
Gulf state into greater appreciation of the regional threat Iran represents, while assuring them all of U.S. support. (The
Washington Times)llan Berman's careful analysis and shrewd policy prescriptions are a welcome antidote to the
fuddle that our Iran policy has become: Engage the great Iranian people, not its thugocratic theocracy. Exactly. (R.



James Woolsey, former Director of the CIA; Chairman, Woolsey Partners LL C)llan Berman has written a powerful
and compelling book about the greatest threat facing Israel and one of the greatest threats facing America, the
emergence of anuclear armed Iran. Every serious student of history who wants to understand the threats facing
freedom and democracy should study this book. (The Honorable Newt Gingrich, former speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives (1995-1999))I1an Berman chronicles two decades of listlessnessin American policy to Iran. . . . Hisis
athoughtful assessment of a serious longstanding problem, and merits a careful read. (The Honorable John J. Hamre,
former Deputy Secretary of Defense (1997-1999))A probing and insightful examination of Iran's growing threat to
stability in the Middle East. Berman's work should be awake-up call for policymakers in Washington. (Congressman
Jim Saxton)Berman makes a strong case for aU.S. policy of regime change; his book deserves serious attention.
(Michael Potemra National )In [Berman's] view there is no better place to continue the President's campaign in the
Middle East than Iran. . . . However one may be attracted or repelled by [this] judgment, many readers are likely to
feel enriched by learning what the volume provides on the very real problems of the region. (Maj. Gen. Edward B.
Atkeson, U.S. Army retired Army Magazine). . . compelling . . .Anyone interested in the war on terror, and Iran'srole
init, should read this thoughtful tome. (Steven Greenhut Orange County Register)For those who wonder why
Washington is so worried about Iran's nuclear program, Ilan Berman's Tehran Rising is a gripping, timely reminder. . .
. [Ilan Berman] has done such a convincing job in portraying the ruthlessness of the current rulersin Tehran . . . If the
United Statesand indeed, the worldloses, no one can say Berman didn't warn us. (Paul Owens Orlando Sentinel)Mr.
Berman'stimely book explains both the urgency and the importance of the problem. (Martin Walker, Editor of United
Press International, and a senior fellow at the World Policy Institute The Washington Times)llan Berman has written a
useful new book that helps make sense of Iran's ambitions, and the means they are using to try to achieve them. Tehran
Rising describes the consequences of the worst-case scenario, an emboldened nuclear-armed Iran establishing regional
hegemony and continuing to utilize the cat's paw of terrorist surrogates that it has perfected in over 25 years of state
sponsorship. (James S. Robbins, Trustee, Leaders for Liberty Foundation) Tehran Rising sets forth the serious and
imminent threat Iran posesin its own region and to the United States and its allies. ... Most readers will come away
convinced not only that the Iranian threat is real, but also that steps must be taken without delay to prevent its nuclear
weapons program from reaching maturity. (Peter Hannaford, senior counselor to the Committee on the Present Danger
The Weekly Standard)llan Berman's efficient, fact-packed book ... indicates plenty of reasons why Western
diplomacy's sudden stiffening of spine toward Iran may still be too soft, too little and too late. (Carlin Romano The
Philadelphia Inquirer)Berman convincingly argues that the Iranian regime is pursuing an ambitious strategic agenda
that will transform Iran into aregional superpower with the ability to greater threaten the interests of the United States
and itsallies. (AIPAC)Tehran Rising: Iran's Challenge to the United Statesis...atimely and relevant discussion on the
subject. (Comparative Strategy)About the Authorllan Berman is one of the rising stars of American foreign policy. As
vice president for policy of the Washington-based American Foreign Policy Council, he is afrequent guest on radio
and television. An expert on regional security in the Middle East, Central Asia, and the Russian Federation, he has
consulted for both the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency and the U.S. Department of Defense, and provided assistance
on foreign policy and national security issuesto arange of governmental agencies and congressional offices. His
writings on international security and American foreign policy have appeared in such influential publications as The
National Interest, the International Herald Tribune, and the Financial Times, among others. Berman is adjunct
professor for International Law and Global Security at the National Defense University in Washington, DC. He also
serves as a member of the reconstituted Committee on the Present Danger, and as Editor of the Journal of International
Security Affairs. Heis aso the coeditor (with J. Michael Waller) of Dismantling Tyranny: Transitioning Beyond
Totalitarian Regimes (2006).



