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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Thisis avery honest and insightful book, written ...By Louise Cobb
BlackThisisavery honest and insightful book, written both by Becky who has a disability, and by her mother who has
grown along with Becky who has such special needs of many sorts! | am aso friends with both of these women,
admire the honesty tenacity they have shown by getting this book into print. It will prove helpful to many persons, in
many ways, on many levels.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. | would recommend this book for al
parents and high school studentsBy honest buyerThisis one of the most honest books | have ever had the pleasure of
reading. | would recommend this book for all parents and high school students.O of O people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy KathyA fantastic read, thank you both for writing this.

TELL ME THE NUMBER BEFORE INFINITY, THE STORY OF A GIRL WITH A QUIRKY MIND, AN
ECCENTRIC FAMILY, AND OH YES, A DISABILITY describes life and the redlities of having a disability in 60
short chapters, arranged chronologically. Although several books on disabilities already exist, the use of two narrations
isunigue. The subject is Becky Taylor, from her birth in 1972 to about age forty. The mother, Dena Taylor, begins the
book by telling us about her daughter's earliest years, discovering Becky's cerebral palsy, and her exceptional gift for
calculus and depth of thought at the age of four. Then Becky and Dena, from their own distinct perspectives and
styles, in counterpoint, write of Becky's early childhood, school years with the family, and on to college and
adulthood. Stan Rushworth wraote about the book: "..we experience the honest, blended lives and feelings of these two
women, navigating all that happens together from birth through adulthood, from different viewpoints that are very
deeply intermingled.... carries strength, humor, and pain, and it will make a profound difference in people'slives. TELL
ME THE NUMBER BEFORE INFINITY isahero'sjourney with Becky Taylor at the forefront of the 1975 federal
education act mainstreaming disabled children into the public schools. Parents, teachers, people with disabilities,
people who know and work with people with disabilities, those curious about how a child's mind works, and even
brain researcherswill find TELL ME THE NUMBER BEFORE INFINITY afascinating and informative read. The
title is Becky's answer to her fathers question to her as to whether infinity is an odd or an even number. She was four
years old at the time, the same age as she was in the cover photo.Becky Taylor has adegreein accounting, andisa
Computer Science graduate from the University of California, Santa Cruz. She livesin Santa Cruz where she vice-
chairs the Commission on Disabilities, and isinvolved in other civic organizations. Dena Taylor, M.SW., Rutgers
University, is the mother of two grown daughters, and isretired from careersin social work and education. Sheisthe
author, editor and co-editor of six books on women's issues.Included are 20 photos and newspaper clippings from
throughout Beckys life, and resources with links at the end of the book.

Very powerful narrative in two voices. This book should be required reading for teachers and everyone in equity and
critical disability studies. -Gloria Filax, Professor of Disability Studies, Athabasca University "Tell Me the Number
before Infinity" is enlightening, moving, often funny, sometimes enraging,and just a plain old good read... it'sabig
thing to feel one's life has been changed by something--and reading this book has done that for me. -Kathryn
Chetkovich, author of "Friendly Fire"Thisis a surprising book -- unsentimental, sparse, courageous and loving. Two
remembered stories of livesimpacted (but not defined) by cerebral palsy....Moments simmered down into pithy,
revealing, understated segments. Thisis astory of afamily always focused on the child's full humanity and capacity
and of the child trailblazing her own, unigque path in the world. A must read for teachers, social workers and parents. It
will change how you think about cerebral palsy and families.-Julie Olsen Edwards, Early Childhood Family Life
Education specialist, co-author "Anti-bias Education for Y oung Children and Ourselves," Cabrillo College faculty.| sat
down to read a few chapters and could not put this book down....it tugged at my heart, made me laugh, infuriated me
and gave me deeper and richer understanding of what it's like to be in the world with a physical disability.l applaud
these two strong women for their clarity, honesty and humor. -Helene Simkin Jara, author of "Because | Had To" and
upcoming "True Doll Stories'Tell Me the Number before Infinity allowed me to walk into Becky and Denas life, sit
down at their kitchen table, and listen to their story firsthand... and what astory it is! | picked the book up and did not
put it down. This narrative isa gift for al alies of people with cerebral palsy. Teachers, parents, and counselors can
use this book as a guide on the journey to make our spaces more welcoming, more supportive, more embracing of all
of our "trailblazers." -Kathryn Harmon, Library Media Specialist Quirky indeed! WILD indeed! Trailblazing disrupter
Becky and her fiercely candid mamatell it likeit really is. A heart-bopping, heart-stopping, always amusing,
thoughtful, and poetic memoir. A must-read for teachers, parents, and anyone navigating our increasingly diverse
world....This family truly taught me what it meant to be an advocate for one's child...Undoubtedly my best math
student ever, Becky arrived in my third-grade classroom and crashed into my heart forever. It was painful for meto
read about Becky's rough patches, especialy during adolescence and at university... Thankfully, Becky has achieved
meaningful work for social justice, and the independence she aways dreamed of. -Marcia Areias, Becky's third-grade
teacherThis thoughtful book makes me think about life, bodies, and minds. Becky saysthat if she was different than
she was, she wouldn't think the way she does, and thisis beautiful, important for everyone to think about. The back
and forth layout between mother and daughter makes me eager to read the next piece. The great beauty of the book is



that we experience the honest, blended lives and feelings of these two women, navigating all that happens together
from birth through adulthood, from different viewpoints that are very deeply intermingled. Thisis an important book.
It carries strength, humor, and pain, and it will make a profound difference in peopl€e's lives. --Stan Rushworth, author
of "Going to Water: The Journal of Beginning Rain"l feel asthough | were invited into Becky's family. Dena shares
intimate feelings as she experiences the challenges of raising an independent-minded daughter with cerebral palsy. As
ateacher, being a part of Becky's mathematical thinking is arare treat. It's fun experiencing Becky analyze the world
around her. -Lynne Alper, mathematics educatorAbout the AuthorBecky Taylor isa Computer Science graduate from
the University of California, Santa Cruz. She currently livesin Santa Cruz where she is the vice chair of the
Commission on Disahilities and isinvolved in other civic organizations. She co-wrote "Tell Me the Number before
Infinity" with her mother, Dena Taylor.Dena Taylor, M.S.W., Rutgers University, is the mother of two grown
daughters. Shelivesin Californiaand isretired from careersin social work and education. She co-wrote "Tell Me the
Number before Infinity" with her daughter, Becky Taylor.



