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Laurie Collier Hillstrom : Thanksgiving: The American Holiday  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Thanksgiving: The American Holiday: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Holiday readingBy G.SchmidtI try to get books for each holiday, 
especially books that explain the reason for the holiday. This is excellent for family reading and understanding.3 of 3 
people found the following review helpful. Thanksgiving on a Platter!By Mike O'ConnorLaurie Hillstrom's 
THANKSGIVING, THE AMERICAN HOLIDAY is the paperback edition of Hillstrom's 2007 THANKSGIVING 
BOOK published by Omnigraphics in 2007. Same content, better price: $65.00 vs. $24.95.TTAH traces the history, 
customs and societal impact/meaning of this most American of holidays. After two essays that relate the 
history/observance of Thanksgiving and Thanksgiving food from the 17th to 21st Centuries, Hillstrom presents a 
collection of primary resources (declarations, magazine articles, speeches, hymns, poems, etc.) that describe the first 
Thanksgiving, early Thanksgiving Proclamations issued by U.S. Presidents, the growth of the Thanksgiving mythos, 
accounts of New England Thanksgivings, Thanksgiving and the Civil War/Lincoln's proclamation of a national 
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holiday, Thanksgiving developments of the 20th Century (the Macy Parade, FDR's date-changing fiasco, football 
games, etc.), Thanksgiving in World Wars I and II, Native American perspectives on Thanksgiving and so on.In short, 
THANKSGIVING, THE AMERICAN HOLIDAY is a useful guide charting how this particular holiday developed 
and evolved over the years and how Thanksgiving has impacted on generations of Americans. Neither exhaustive nor 
definitive, it is informative, insightful and tugs at the heart a bit. And it would be an excellent resource for report-
writers. Recommended.*****3,850 Helpful Votes!

With essays, original materials, and even recipes, this volume devoted to the history and cultural importance of 
Thanksgiving in the United States traces the customs, symbols, and foods of the holiday, from the earliest celebrations 
of European colonists to present-day events. Historical essays cover traditions derived from the native cultures of early 
Americans and the first American Thanksgiving observances. The book examines the evolution of the traditional 
harvest celebration into the designated Day of Thanksgiving by Abraham Lincoln in 1863 and details the 
standardization of the traditional meal and the development of modern holiday traditions, including football games and 
parades.

"This handy reference guide would make a great gift book. It also deserves a place in school, college, public, and 
religious libraries." (Booklist)"About the AuthorLaurie Collier Hillstrom is a freelance writer and editor. She is the 
author of more than20 books in the fields of history and biography, includingPeople in the News: Al Gore and 
Television in American Society. 


