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Marilyn Yalom : The American Resting Place: 400 Years of History Through Our Cemeteriesand Burial
Grounds before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The
American Resting Place: 400 Y ears of History Through Our Cemeteries and Burial Grounds:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy CustomerL earning more about the history of
American resting places and the stories behind them.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. LOTS OF
GOOD INFO.By RDREXCELLENT BOOK! LOTSAND LOTS OF GOOD INFO FOR ANYONE, NOT JUST


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0618624279

RESEARCHERS. DON'T HESITATE TO BUY THIS BOOK. GOOD BUY'!.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerV ery comprehensive book of history, symbolism, archaeol ogy, and
anthropology! A must read for cemetery studies!

A sweeping history of America as seen through its gravestones, graveyards, and burial practices, stunningly illustrated
with eighty black-and-white photographsCemeteries and burial grounds, as illuminated by an acclaimed cultural
historian, are unique windows onto our religious, ethnic, and deeply human history as Americans. The dedicated
mother-son team of Marilyn and Reid Yaom visited hundreds of cemeteries to create The American Resting Place,
following a coast-to-coast trajectory that mirrors the vast historical pattern of American migration. Yaomsincisive,
often poignant exploration of gravestone inscriptions reveal changing ideas about death and personal identity, and
demonstrate how class and gender play out in stone. Rich particulars include the story of one seventeenth-century
Bostonian who amassed a thousand pairs of glovesin his funeral-going lifetime, the unique burial rites and funerary
symbols found in todays Native American cultures, and a lost Czech community brought uncannily to life in Chicagos
Bohemian National Columbarium.From fascinating past to startling future--DV Ds embedded in tombstones, "green”
burials, and the new aesthetic of death--The American Resting Place is the definitive history of the American cemetery.

From Publishers WeeklyTo rescue the dead from oblivion, examine America's ethnic diversity and highlight shiftsin
cemetery mores over time, cultural historian Yaom (A History of the Breast) and her photographer son (Colonial
Noir) traveled to more than 250 American cemeteries across the country. From the ancient Native American Etowah
mounds in northern Georgia (abandoned around 1550, when the tribes were presumably destroyed by European
diseases) to Rhode Island's Touro Jewish Cemetery, established in 1677 (it inspired a moving poem by Longfellow),
Y alom examines the ways gender, class and culture affected how people were buried. New Orleans's cemeteries, for
instance, show discrepancies between white and black residents: whites were buried in aboveground tombs, blacksin
soggy earth that sometimes forced remains back up to the surface. Chicago's Waldheim holds Gypsies and anarchist
Emma Goldman, while the moneyed aristocrats Marshall Field and Cyrus McCormick ended up in Graceland
Cemetery. Whilerich, interesting nuggets abound, the mount of time and territory covered results in some shallow
analysis. 80 bw photos. (May 15) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights
reserved.From BooklistYalom isacultura historian; her son, Reid, is an author and photographer. Together they have
produced a curious, interesting, and surprisingly moving examination of the American practices of death ceremonies
and buria ranging from pre-Jamestown Native American burial mounds to our contemporary, industrialized methods.
The well-written text covers avariety of topics, including class and racial distinctions in cemeteries, religious tensions
engendered by the building of a Muslim cemetery after 9/11, and an examination of how municipalities are coping
with overcrowded burial sites. But it is the remarkable collection of more than 60 photographs that is likely to stir
emotions. These include haunting images of lonely crosses at a Spanish mission, rows of well-manicured gravesitesin
California, and ancient tombstones with barely legible epitaphs at a Jewish cemetery in South Carolina. Both general
readers and those with a specific interest in this unusual subject should find value in this work. --Jay Freeman "The
American Resting Place [ig] the record of a special pilgrimage and a document for the ages." --Thomas Lynch, author
of The Undertaking"A one-of-a-kind richness of history, insight, humor, and dignity. | could wander around in it for
days." --Mary Roach, author of Stiff and Bonk



