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Daniel J. Boorstin : The Americans: The Colonial Experience  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Americans: The Colonial Experience: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Part of a series of three volumes. Important work ...By David M 
SissonPart of a series of three volumes. Important work of history. Boorstein was head of the Library of Congress for 
many years and an historian with a unique observer of daily life.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0394705130


StarsBy DkwExcellent work. Enjoyed the interesting presentation on little known origins of our language and culture0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very interesting!By CustomerIt is a little dry for my taste. it is full of 
interesting facts though. It does make me want to go and visit some of the places I read about in the bbok.

Winner of the Bancroft Prize In this brilliantly original book, written for the general reader, the American past 
becomes richly meaningful to the present.

.com The first book in a trilogy--and in many respects the best of the bunch--The Colonial Experience is an essential 
interpretation of how the habits of people who lived more than two centuries ago shaped the lives of modern 
Americans. Boorstin shows how an undiscovered continent shattered long-standing traditions and utopian fantasies 
with the hard demands of everyday life far from the sophisticated centers of European civilization: "Old categories 
were shaken up, and new situations revealed unsuspected uses for old knowledge," writes Boorstin. He starts with a 
series of penetrating essays on the Puritans of Massachusetts, the Quakers of Pennsylvania, the philanthropists of 
Georgia, and the planters of Virginia, then tackles a set of diffuse topics that range from astronomy to language to 
medicine in fascinating vignettes. The Colonial Experience is must reading for anybody interested in the development 
of the American character. --John J. Miller "What made the Americans Americans? This is the question posed by 
Daniel J. Boorstin in a thoughtful, readable and often provocative book." Wesley Frank Craven, The New York 
Times"This is an ambitious book, well-documented throughout, with many stimulating ideas. . . . Mr. Boorstin is 
searching for the the grandiose motives, probing the words and actions of the colonists for contemporary meaning." 
Hebert Mitgang, The New York Times"Mr. Boorstin's focus in this impressive essay in intellectual history is the 
interplay between ideas and institution. Using this as his perspective, he offers a fresh and arresting reading of the 
colonial mind." Arthur Schlesinger, Jr."A superb panorama of life in America from the first settlements on through the 
white hot days of the Revolution." - Bruce Lancaster, Saturday From the Inside FlapWinner of the Bancroft Prize. "A 
superb panorama of life in America from the first settlements on through the white hot days of the Revolution." - 
Bruce Lancaster, Saturday 


