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Amartya Sen : The Argumentative Indian: Writings on Indian History, Culture and Identity  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Argumentative Indian: Writings on 
Indian History, Culture and Identity: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very good but eventually becomes repetitiveBy Daniel GarciaVery 
good but eventually becomes repetitive. Plus, I disagree with the main thesis of the book since similar 'argumentative 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=031242602X


traditions' may be found in many other regions and cultures.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four 
StarsBy Sudipto BiswasLittle heavy, but a lot of knowledge.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five 
StarsBy Sanjay MalikA brilliant review of cultural history of India.

In sixteen linked essays, Nobel Prize--winning economist Amartya Sen discusses India's intellectual and political 
heritage and how its argumentative tradition is vital for the success of its democracy and secular politics. The 
Argumentative Indian is "a bracing sweep through aspects of Indian history and culture, and a tempered analysis of the 
highly charged disputes surrounding these subjects--the nature of Hindu traditions, Indian identity, the country's huge 
social and economic disparities, and its current place in the world" (Sunil Khilnani, Financial Times, U.K.).

From Publishers WeeklyAs India's multicultural society confronts violent sectarianism at home and a range of 
destabilizing forces internationally, these illuminating essays from Nobel Prizewinning economist Sen (most of which 
began as articles or lectures over the past decade) offer a timely and cogent examination of the country's long history 
of heterodoxy and public discourse. With sparkling erudition and crisp prose, Sen reminds readers of a capacious 
cultural legacy that has nourished a plethora of religious communities (including Hindu, Buddhist, Jain, Jewish, 
Christian, Muslim, Parsee, Sikh and Baha'i), as well as a venerable line of atheist and materialist thought, while 
fostering ancient advances in science and mathematics, and inclusive theories of governance. Challenging the notion 
of the West as sole originator of liberal values, the bookwhich ranges over subjects as diverse as India's ancient 
calendars, nuclear arms policy, relationship with China, gender and class inequality, representations in the Western 
imagination and the competing national visions of Tagore and Gandhibears forcefully on contemporary debates over 
multiculturalism, secularism and postcolonial identity. Sen's lucid reasoning and thoroughgoing humanism, 
meanwhile, ensure a lively and commanding defense of diversity and dialogue. (Oct.) Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. This is a book that needed to have been written. . . . It 
would be no surprise if it were to become as defining and influential a work as Edward Said's Orientalism. Soumya 
Bhattacharya, The Observer (London)The product of a great and playful mind at the peak of its power, The 
Argumentative Indian is the most stimulating and enjoyable book about the idea and identity of India to be written for 
years. William Dalrymple, The New York of BooksAn intellectual tour de force from an economist who can lay equal 
claim to the designations of sociologist, historian, political analyst, and moral philosopher . . . Breathtaking in its range 
and scholarly eclecticism. Shashi Tharoor, The Washington Post Book WorldMasterfully tying Indian concerns to 
broader social and philosophical questions, Sen addresses the many aspects of Indian identity. Library JournalAbout 
the AuthorAmartya Sen was born in 1933 and grew up in Santiniketan and in Dhaka (now the capital of Bangladesh). 
As a student in India and then at Trinity College, Cambridge, he "seriously flirted, in turn, with Sanskrit, mathematics 
and physics before settling for the eccentric charms of economics," as he has written. Now Lamont University 
Professor at Harvard, he was Master of Trinity College from 1998 to 2004, and has taught at many other universities in 
Britain, the United States, and India. When Professor Sen was awarded the Nobel Prize in Economics in 1998, he was 
the first Asian to be so honored. 


