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Robert E. Stake : The Art of Case Study Research  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Art of Case Study Research: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. And I would imagine that if you are buying this book you are not 
doing so out of fun. Good luck in your future courses and positBy T.C.I only ordered this book because I was told I 
have to have it. Most of the time I find the books to be cheaper on than with the school or their book stores. Make sure 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080395767X


you shop before using the schools to obtain the materials you need to complete your courses. This is a college book 
that I had to order to fulfill my class work. The book provided the information I needed to complete the entire task 
assigned by the facilitator. To most people there will be nothing special about this book. And I would imagine that if 
you are buying this book you are not doing so out of fun. Good luck in your future courses and positions. May all your 
classes bring you much knowledge.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well-written, great intro to case 
study researchBy NP in WAA good introduction to case study research. Stake works primarily in program evaluation, 
but his approach can be used for any case study research design.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This 
is the book, accept no substitutes.By MatthewTThis book is a classic, and rightfully so. Stake lays out case study 
research in a clear and direct manner, with good examples and an orientation drawn from being perhaps the leading 
practitioner and theoretician in the field for decades. Beyond that, his experience leads him to be very realistic, which 
is helpful for those educational researchers who seem always to want to be idealistic and aim towards perfection. Stake 
clearly taught many to successfully conduct case study research in education, and this book presents his wisdom and 
his ideas in a highly readable and enlightening manner.

This book presents a disciplined, qualitative exploration of case study methods by drawing from naturalistic, holistic, 
ethnographic, phenomenological and biographic research methods. Robert E. Stake uses and annotates an actual case 
study to answer such questions as: How is the case selected? How do you select the case which will maximize what 
can be learned? How can what is learned from one case be applied to another? How can what is learned from a case be 
interpreted? In addition, the book covers: the differences between quantitative and qualitative approaches; data-
gathering including document review; coding, sorting and pattern analysis; the roles of the researcher; triangulation; 
and reporting. 

About the AuthorProfessor Stake received his B.A. in Mathematics with a minor in naval science and Spanish from 
the University of Nebraska in 1950. He graduated with an M.A. in educational psychology in 1954 from this 
university. In 1958, he received his Ph.D. in psychology from Princeton University. From 1955 to 1958, he was a 
Psychometric Fellow at the Educational Testing Service. Then, an Associate Professor and Faculty Research 
Coordinator of the College of Education at the University of Nebraska at Lincoln. In 1963, he arrived at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign where he assisted Thomas Hastings, Lee Cronbach, and Jack Easley in the creation of 
the new evaluation center, CIRCE, and in developing a program of research on program evaluation. He also became 
the Associate Director of the Statewide High School Testing Program. In 1975, he became director of CIRCE. He has 
been active in the program evaluation profession and has promoted an approach to evaluation methods called 
"responsive evaluation." He took up a qualitative perspective, particularly case study methods, in order to represent the 
personal experience and complexity of evaluation study. He received the Lazerfeld Award from the American 
Evaluation Association and an honorary doctorate from the University of Uppsala. 


