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Earl R. Babbie : The Basics of Social Research (Available Titles CengageNOW)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Basics of Social Research (Available Titles 
CengageNOW): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Easy to understand and learn fromBy PDealRead this book cover to 
cover and have to say it did a great job breaking down the concepts of social research and how to conduct research. Of 
course, this topic isn't the most exciting so I did find a lot of the discussion personally boring but Babbie did a fantastic 
job of applying the concepts to everyday studies and situations.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This 
book made a rather dry subject mostly easy to understand and had funny parts to itBy CustomerThis book made a 
rather dry subject mostly easy to understand and had funny parts to it. (Like alternate definitions in the back, that are 
plays on words.) I used it for my Intro to Research class at the University of Oregon. It arrived quickly. I was unable to 
sell it back when I was done because two newer editions are already out, however, I knew this when I bought it. I think 
I only paid like $14 because our instructor wanted us to be able to save money on textbooks and allowed us to go up to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0495094684


3 editions back. So, paying $14 with nothing back is better than paying $50+ for the new edition and getting like 1/2 
the money back.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wish My Instructor Would Pick Another Text...By 
FaithThis book has tons of words, but no exercises to practice the concepts.

This thorough revision of Babbie's standard-setting book presents a succinct, straightforward introduction to the field 
of research methods as practiced by social scientists. Contemporary examples+such as terrorism, Alzheimer's disease, 
anti-gay prejudice and education, and the legalization of marijuana make this Fourth Edition thoroughly fascinating as 
it introduces you to the "how-tos" and "whys" of social research methods. The book's new qualitative coverage 
combined with its already strong quantitative material makes this new edition Babbie's best yet. Babbie, long respected 
in the field and renowned for his engaging and friendly writing style, gives you the tools you need for understanding 
social research methods and for applying these concepts both inside and outside the classroom+as a researcher and as a 
consumer of research. With a strong emphasis on ethics and additional qualitative material, this Fourth Edition is 
authoritative yet student-friendly . . . and engaging enough to help you connect the dots between the world of social 
research and the real world.

Melanie Arthur, Portland State University; The organization of the chapter is very good+beginning from the theory 
link which is particularly important for qualitative analysis, and proceeding through coding to the concrete application 
of qualitative data analysis software. This provides a good basic framework for students who are faced with a pile of 
qualitative data that they don't know how to start analyzing. Babbie's personal, approachable writing style is one of the 
best characteristics of the book. Students appreciate the personal approach he uses. It makes technical material much 
easier to digest and much less intimidating." "A readable, solid research text. The best out there."Gary Watt, Emporia 
State University; "Babbie has the best brief coverage of sampling that I have seen."James W. Cassell, Henderson State 
University; "The narrative in Chapter 1 is quite engaging. I particularly like the examples that help students see the 
differences in types of enquiry and knowledge we use and act upon in everyday life."Leslie Hossfeld, UNC-
Wilmington; "I am very pleased to see the early introduction of variables and attributes in Chapter 1, especially given 
that these are examined in greater detail later. Students need to see this early in the Methods course, and other texts 
don't introduce these concepts early."; "The brief discuss of pure and applied research is refreshing"; "The Babbie 
chapter is very good in helping students see the way in which qualitative analysis is an on-going process and that, 
indeed, coding is analysis! I am chiefly impressed by the inclusion of actual passages that are coded. This is 
remarkably helpful to students."Rebecca Utz, University of Utah; "The writing is very clear. I enjoy the rhetorical 
questioning that the author has used throughout the text. I also appreciate the clarity and simplicity of the word 
choice."About the AuthorEarl R. Babbie graduated from Harvard University before enlisting in the U.S. Marine Corps. 
He received his Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley, and began teaching shortly thereafter. Credited 
with defining research methods for the social sciences, Dr. Babbie has written several texts, including the bestselling 
THE PRACTICE OF SOCIAL RESEARCH. 


