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Felicia Kornbluh : The Battle for Welfare Rights: Politics and Poverty in Modern America (Politics and 
Culture in Modern America)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Battle for Welfare Rights: Politics and Poverty in Modern America (Politics and Culture in Modern 
America): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great on New York City movement and workBy Wade RathkeFilled 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0812220250


in gaps for me in about the National Welfare Rights Organization that I had missed even as an organizer there for a 
year. Great on New York City movement and work. A needed history.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. Super Awesome BookBy JasmineWe just finished it for my class and I thought it was great not a lot of people 
know about the welfare rights movement because of the civil rights movement going on at the time and she did a great 
job at showing the welfare recipients as activist and not as lazy ppl who want money it was nice to hear them as a 
voice and not as a stereotype!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy IsabellaCAnother great 
contribution to the historical literature on the welfare rights' movement

The Battle for Welfare Rights chronicles an American war on poverty fought first and foremost by poor people 
themselves. It tells the fascinating story of the National Welfare Rights Organization, the largest membership 
organization of low-income people in U.S. history. Setting that story in the context of its turbulent times, the 1960s 
and early 1970s, historian Felicia Kornbluh shows how closely tied that story was to changes in mainstream politics, 
both nationally and locally in New York City.The Battle for Welfare Rights offers new insight into women's activism, 
poverty policy, civil rights, urban politics, law, consumerism, social work, and the rise of modern conservatism. It 
tells, for the first time, the complete story of a movement that profoundly affected the meaning of citizenship and the 
social contract in the United States.

"The Battle for Welfare Rights unearths the remarkable moment in history when a movement led by African American 
women shook the nation's foundations of power. . . . Essential reading for students of welfare history, theory, and 
politics, as well as an inspiration to those who carry on the battle for social justice in America."Dorothy Roberts, 
Northwestern University"The most sophisticated study of welfare rights organizing to date. It engages with grassroots 
and high politics, social history and social thought, and, in the process, illuminates how law and social work shaped 
the movement to secure the 'rightly needs' of poor solo mothers. . . . Kornbluh does it all with insight and 
verve."Eileen Boris, University of California, Santa Barbara"A rich chronicle of welfare rights activity, the 
'movement's' strategic thinking, and the political and policy context that shaped and interacted with the 
movement."Rickie Solinger, author of Beggars and Choosers: How the Politics of Choice Shapes Adoption, Abortion, 
and Welfare in the United StatesAbout the AuthorFelicia Kornbluh teaches history at Duke University. She has written 
for many publications, including The Nation, Feminist Studies, Los Angeles Times, Women's of Books, Journal of 
American History, and In These Times. Cofounder of Historians for Social Justice, she is a long-standing member of 
the Women's Committee of 100, an advocacy organization. 


