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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Practical philosophyBy C. D. VarnTaleb has made aliving showing
lack of robustness and fragility in our use of knowledge. Indeed, Taleb's discussion and prediction of the fiscal crises
of the late aughts was totally earned, and he was aptly able to show in "The Black Swan" and "Fooled by
Randomness" that epistemological humility was direly needed in both science reporting and economics. This book
takes these trends and turns them into aphorism. Taking cues from Georg Christoph Lichtenberg and E.M. Cioran
more than Nietzsche, Taleb's aphorisms are pithy and common sensical. Indeed, perhaps, often too common

sensical. Thisis short book, easy to read, and even when you disagree with Taleb, he is humorous enough not to lose
you. Indeed, | find his aphoristic writing to be easier to read stylistically than his more journalistic and extended think
piece works. In many senses, these aphorisms prove that Taleb isa practical philosopher, but not necessarily a precise
or consistent one. Y et the theme of the need of epistemic humility and the robustness of moral and aesthetic visions
versus knowledge claims dominate the value.O of 0 people found the following review helpful. No " Stretch of the
Imagination” required!By MarshaOnce again, Taleb is presenting the reader with some brilliant observations on life,
process, and product! Having read "The Black Swan" and "Fooled by Randomness, "The Bed of Procrustes' offers the
reader additional wisdoms, from which to draw a parallel between current challenges, hypothetical solutions, and that
"grey space” in between. To wit: "The calamity of the information age is that the toxicity of dataincreases much faster
than its benefits." Deeply reflective, subtly humorous, and thoroughly entertaining, it will become another Taleb book
you can share with friends, colleagues--even relatives, on "both sides of the aisle!"3 of 3 people found the following
review helpful. Aphorisms Lose Their Charm Whenever ExplainedBy Greg Linsterlt takes an incredible amount of
skill to write aphorisms well, and Nassim Taleb undoubtedly has that skill. It's for that reason that I've read this book
several times now (and the Twitter feed where many of these aphorisms originated).In the book, Taleb explains that
aphorisms lose their charm whenever explained. "My best definition of anerd:", he writes, "'someone who asks you to
explain an aphorism." If you don't understand an aphorism in this book, 1'd suggest reading it again more slowly.While
Taleb's other books are wonderful, this book will always be one of my favorites. As Karl Kraus put it: " Someone who
can write aphorisms should not fritter away his time writing essays."

With fifty percent more material than the hardcover, this expanded edition of The Bed of Procrustesis a standalone
book in Nassim Nicholas Talebs landmark Incerto series, an investigation of opacity, luck, uncertainty, probability,
human error, risk, and decision-making in aworld we dont understand. The other booksin the series are Fooled by
Randomness, The Black Swan, and Antifragile.By the author of the modern classic The Black Swan, this collection of
aphorisms and meditations expresses his major ideas in ways you least expect.The Bed of Procrustes takesitstitle
from Greek mythology: the story of a man who made his visitors fit his bed to perfection by either stretching them or
cutting their limbs. It represents Talebs view of modern civilizations hubristic side effectsmodifying humans to satisfy
technology, blaming reality for not fitting economic models, inventing diseases to sell drugs, defining intelligence as
what can be tested in a classroom, and convincing people that employment is not slavery. Playful and irreverent, these
aphorisms will surprise you by exposing self-delusions you have been living with but never recognized.With arare
combination of pointed wit and potent wisdom, Taleb plows through human illusions, contrasting the classical values
of courage, elegance, and erudition against the modern diseases of nerdiness, philistinism, and phoniness.Talebs
crystalline nuggets of thought stand alone like esoteric poems.Financial Times

Praise for Nassim Nicholas Taleb The most prophetic voice of al. GQ The hottest thinker in the world. Bryan
Appleyard, The Sunday Times (London) [Taleb writes] in a style that owes as much to Stephen Colbert asit doesto
Michel de Montaigne. The Wall Street Journal Idiosyncratically brilliant. Niall Ferguson, Los Angeles TimesFrom the
Hardcover edition.About the AuthorNassim Nicholas Taleb has devoted his life to problems of uncertainty,
probability, and knowledge. He spent nearly two decades as a businessman and quantitative trader before becoming a
full-time philosophical essayist and academic researcher in 2006. Although he spends most of histimein the intense
seclusion of his study, or as a flneur meditating in cafs, he is currently Distinguished Professor of Risk Engineering at
New Y ork Universitys Polytechnic Institute. His main subject matter is decision making under opacitythat is, amap
and a protocol on how we should live in aworld we dont understand. Talebs books have been published in thirty-three
languages.From the Hardcover edition.Excerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.Counter Narratives The
best revenge on aliar isto convince him that you believe what he said. - When we want to do something while
unconscioudly certain to fail, we seek advice so we can blame someone else for the failure. - It is harder to say no
when you really mean it than when you dont. Never say no twice if you mean it. - Y our reputation is harmed the most
by what you say to defend it. - The only objective definition of aging is when a person starts to talk about aging. -
They will envy you for your success, for your wealth, for your intelligence, for your looks, for your statusbut rarely for
your wisdom. - Most of what they call humility is successfully disguised arrogance.lf you want people to read a book,
tell them it is overrated. - Y ou never win an argument until they attack your person. - Nothing is more permanent than
temporary arrangements, deficits, truces, and relationships; and nothing is more temporary than permanent ones. - The
most painful moments are not those we spend with uninteresting people; rather, they are those spent with uninteresting



people trying hard to be interesting. - Hatred is love with atypo somewhere in the computer code, correctable but very
hard to find. | wonder whether a bitter enemy would be jealous if he discovered that | hated someone else. - The
characteristic feature of the loser isto bemoan, in general terms, mankinds flaws, biases, contradictions, and
irrationalitywithout exploiting them for fun and profit. - The test of whether you really liked abook isif you reread it
(and how many times); the test of whether you really liked someones company isif you are ready to meet him again
and againthe rest is spin, or that variety of sentiment now called self-esteem. - We ask why is herich (or poor)? not
why isnt hericher (or poorer)? why isthe crisis so deep? not why isnt it deeper? Hatred is much harder to fake than
love. You hear of fake love; never of fake hate. - The opposite of manlinessisnt cowardice; its technology. - Usually,
what we call agood listener is someone with skillfully polished indifference. - It is the appearance of inconsistency,
and not its absence, that makes people attractive. - Y ou remember emails you sent that were not answered better than
emails that you did not answer. People reserve standard compliments for those who do not threaten their pride; the
others they often praise by calling arrogant. - Since Cato the Elder, a certain type of maturity has shown up when one
starts blaming the new generation for shallowness and praising the previous one for its values. - It isas difficult to
avoid bugging others with advice on how to exercise and other health matters asit is to stick to an exercise schedule. -
By praising someone for his lack of defects you are also implying hislack of virtues. - When she shouts that what you
did was unforgivable, she has aready started to forgive you. Being unimaginative is only a problem when you are
easily bored. - We call narcissistic those individuals who behave asif they were the central residents of the world,;
those who do exactly the same in a set of two we call lovers or, better, blessed by love. -From the Hardcover edition.



