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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Big TruckBy hunnanI have been to Haiti and when the earthquake 
hit I watched CNN and other talking heads size up the situation down there. Except for the collapsed buildings it 
seemed to me that the people went on with their lives as best they could. That is the Haitian way. Those people are 
tough in spirit. Geraldo was worried about the crowds gathering here and there. That is what Haitians do every day and 
every night. They gather and socialize.I liked the way this author portrayed the Haitian people. He has lived with them 
and knows them. I loved the book for that reason. He didn't gloss over what was done wrong and why the aid will not 
have a long run effect. He got it right. Somehow to help Haiti, if we really want to help them is the hand up not always 
the hand out.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book about HaitiBy Denise PralleI will be joining 
a group, traveling to Haiti on a mission trip in the next few months and wanted to know the story of Haiti since the 
earthquake. This is a great book: easy to read and with lots of personal details about the earthquake's aftermath and the 
multiple causes of the country's poverty. Great read.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Debunks 
popular perceptions of the efficacy of foreign aidBy JMCooperThis is a must read for aid workers, written with a clear 
understanding of the perspectives of the people they come to help. Unfulfilled pledges made at glitzy conferences, the 
"sleight of hand" recycling of old promises,so commanding each crisis, unfairly blaming those who need the help the 
most...all too familiar stories for the developing world. The Big Truck That Went By symbolizes everything that 
international help should be...and isn't.

On January 12, 2010, the deadliest earthquake in the history of the Western Hemisphere struck the nation least 
prepared to handle one. Jonathan M. Katz, the only full-time American news correspondent in Haiti, was inside his 
house when it buckled along with hundreds of thousands of others. In this visceral first-hand account, Katz takes 
readers inside the terror of that day, the devastation visited on ordinary Haitians, and through the monumentalyet 
misbegottenrescue effort that followed. More than half of American adults gave money for Haiti, part of a global 
response that reached $16.3 billion in pledges. But three years later the effort has foundered. Its most important 
promisesto rebuild safer cities, alleviate severe poverty, and strengthen Haiti to face future disastersremain unfulfilled. 
How did so much generosity amount to so little? What went wrong? The Big Truck That Went By presents a hard 
hitting investigation into international aid, finding that the way wealthy countries give today makes poor countries 
seem irredeemably hopeless, while trapping millions in cycles of privation and catastrophe. Katz follows the money to 
uncover startling truths about how good intentions go wrong, and what can be done to make aid "smarter." Reporting 
at the side of Bill Clinton, Wyclef Jean, Sean Penn, Haiti's leaders and people, Katz also creates a complex, darkly 
funny, and unexpected portrait of one of the world's most fascinating countries. The Big Truck That Went By is not 
only a definitive account of Haiti's earthquake, but of the world we live in today. 

One of the Best Books of 2013 (Slate)About the AuthorJonathan M. Katz was the 2010 recipient of the Medill Medal 
for Courage in Journalism and the 2012 winner of the J. Anthony Lukas Work-in-Progress Award for The Big Truck 
That Went By. He wrote and edited for the Associated Press for seven years, three and a half of which he spent as 
correspondent in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. Katz has also reported from the Dominican Republic, China, Israel, the West 
Bank, Washington, New York, Mexico, and around the Caribbean. He is a graduate of Northwestern University. 


