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of Cultural Materialism):

For years the subject of human disability has engaged those in the biological, social and cognitive sciences, while at
the same time, it has been curiously neglected within the humanities. The Body and Physical Difference seeks to
introduce the field of disability studiesinto the humanities by exploring the fantasies and fictions that have crystallized
around conceptions of physical and cognitive difference. Based on the premise that the significance of disabilitiesin
culture and the arts has been culturally vexed as well as historically erased, the collection probes our society's
pathological investment in human variability and "aberrancy." The contributors demonstrate how definitions of
disability underpin fundamental concepts such as normalcy, health, bodily integrity, individuality, citizenship, and
morality--all terms that define the very essence of what it means to be human.



