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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Book of Ingenious
Devices/ Kitb a-iyal: Kitb al-Hiyal. By The Ban (sons of) Ms bin Shkir:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. fascinating ancient technologyBy sielerThis book isareprint (and


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=9400997884

trandation) of an ancient work on "ingenious devices'. Don't look here for information on medieval clockwork
European devices, however. The primary focus of the book is on Arab devices, and mostly on those involving water
(particularly highly ingenious fountains). The book was shipped from Pakistan, and the shippers responded quickly to
email.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. rare findBy Linda Riegerthank you thiswas arare find that i
had been searching for months to find. Amazing book and well cared for

skilled in geometry, ingenious devices (!lival), music and astronomy. According to Ibn a-Nad!m and Ibn Khallikan
their weakest subject was astronamy, but this seems to conflict with the opinions of Ibn Y unus and al-Blrun!, hoth
good judges, who spoke highly of the accuracy of the Banu Musa's astronomical observations. Mul)ammad, who was
the most influential of the brothers, specialised in gcomctry and astronomy, and excellcd Al)mad in all the sciences
except in the construction of ingenious devices. Al-l: lasan was a brilliant geometrician with aretenlive memoryand
great powers of deduction. A rival onee tried to discredit him in front of al-Mamun hy saying that al- I: 1asan had read
only six of the thirteen books of Euclid's Elements. Al-l: lasan replied by saying that it was unnecessary for him to
read the remainder because he could arrive at the answers to any of Euclid's problem s by deduction. Al-Mamun
acknowledged al-I: lasan 's skill, but did not excuse him, saying: "laziness has prevented you from 2 reading the whole
ofit-it isto geometry asthe Ictters a, b, t, 111 are to speech and writing. " (H. 264). Al-I: lasan is rarely mentioned by
name elsewhere in the sources and may have preferred to devote his time to scholarship, whereas his brothers were
involved in avariety of undertakings. At the time of their entry into the House of Wisdom the Banu Musil were paar
and needy (H.



