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6 of 7 people found the following review helpful. A press, police and prosecutoria putschBy Allen Smallingln 1955,
Boise, Idaho's youngest gay men got the "McCarthy treatment” from afull-court press of press, police, and
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prosecutorial persection. A sad and dispiriting example of how to manufacture a"moral" scandal out of next-to-
nothing. While most Boiseans of the time reacted to the doings as a mere civil kerfuffle, it ruined many lives and
altered others. Gerassi has crafted a great and well-written document in this 1965 book, useful for anyone who cares
about gay rights or civil libertiesin general. Should definitely still be read.2 of 2 people found the following review
helpful. Sad anti-democratic daysBy Warwick G. C. Winsall-halll found the first mention of this book in the |ate Gore
Vidal's writings, and wanted to read it, which | did with help from . Apart from its picture of a small town America
controlled by un-elected business groups, it betrayed a frightened anti-gay ethos which was typical of its age and also a
disgraceto itstime. | hope that Boise is a more tolerant town now - and | thought it a nice town wheni visited it en
route to and from friends in Montana. | was appalled that back then in the 19502 a banker could be quoted as saying
that the downfall of American values began with the first election of Franklin Delano Roosevelt as President - an
€election which led to the Allied victory in the 2nd World War, which, as an Australian whose country had also been
bombed by the Japanese, | am proud to celebrate. The Reverend Warwick Winsall-Hall0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Superb non-fiction.By RMKUnlike the fictionalized version titled "Boise Boys," this non-
fiction telling of the story is excellent. It's thoroughly researched, well-written, and fascinating. Y ou get afull sense of
mid-1950s Boise, as a small city, as a community, rocked by the sudden but long-lasting - to this day - scandal. The
witch hunt atmosphere that crept in quickly; the innocent lives destroyed; the guilty lives destroyed; the reputation of
an entire city compromised from then on. It's a sad read overall and atelling documentary of the times, the place.

"Written in 1965 about a same-sex sexual scandal that occurred in 1955 in Boise, Idaho, John Gerassis classic study
depicts both middle Americas traditional response to homosexuality and an erain the countrys history before the
modern gay rights movement really got underway. Because much of what Gerassi wrote about persistsin todays
struggles over gay and leshian issues, his book still has much to tell us about how contemporary society reacts to, and
misunderstands, homosexuality." Peter BoagOn the morning of November 2, 1955, the people of Boise, Idaho, were
stunned by a screaming headline in the Idaho Daily Statesman, THREE BOISE MEN ADMIT SEX CHARGES. Time
magazine picked up the story, reporting that a"homosexual underworld" had long operated in Idahos staid capital city.
The Statesman led the hysteria that resulted in dozens of arrestsincluding some highly placed members of the
communityand sentences ranging from probation to life imprisonment.Peter Boags Foreword places the book in
historical perspective, summarizing the popular psychological theories and legal conceptions that helped to shape
Gerassis research. He discusses advances in Idahos public approach to homosexuality and ways in which the
provincialism chronicled by Gerassi persiststo this day.

"Written in 1965 about a same-sex sexual scandal that occurred in 1955 in Boise, Idaho, John Gerassi's classic study
depicts both middle Americas traditional response to homosexuality and an erain the country's history before the
modern gay rights movement really got underway. Because much of what Gerassi wrote about persistsin today's
struggles over gay and leshian issues, his book still has much to tell us about how contemporary society reacts to, and
misunderstands, homosexuality.” - from the new Foreword by Peter BoagAbout the AuthorPeter Boag's Foreword
places the book in historical perspective, summarising the popular psychological theories and legal conceptions that
helped to shape Gerassi's research. He discusses advances in Idaho's public approach to homosexuality and waysin
which the provincialism chronicled by Gerassi persists to this day.



