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Philip Howard : The British Library: A Treasure House of Knowledge  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The British Library: A Treasure House of Knowledge: 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. British Library BookBy J. CarrBought this book for our daughter 
who visited the British Library with me some years ago. I like it and think she will like it but didn't enjoy the written 
commentary as much as I thought I would. Tastes vary though and still think it is a nice book.

The British Library holds one of the world's greatest collections of books and manuscripts, spanning almost three 
millennia and from all parts of the world. They include such famous documents as The Lindisfarne Gospels, the 
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Diamond Sutra, Gutenberg's 42-line Bible, the Magna Carta and Shakespeare's First Folio. Among the thousands of 
manuscripts are copies of some of the best-known works of English Literature and world-renowned collections of 
maps, music, stamps, photographs, patents, newspapers and sound recordings. Scala has commissioned newspaper 
columnist and author, Philip Howard, to write the text for this important book. With his usual witty and refreshing 
approach, Philip avoids the traditional collection-by-collection analysis, but sets out to give a retrospective trawl 
through the areas of universal knowledge within the library, highlighting its treasures to illustrate his themes. The 
range and scope of the Library's treasures are unparalleled, and this superb new book in Scala's series

About the AuthorPhilip Howard was Literary Editor of The Times from 1978-1990 and is still a regular contributor 
and leader-writer for the newspaper. He is President of the Classical Association. 


