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Daniel R. Reichman : The Broken Village: Coffee, Migration, and Globalization in Honduras  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Broken Village: Coffee, Migration, 
and Globalization in Honduras: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Great and Informative Read!By MeganI purchased this book for 
school as it was part of the course syllabus, however I thoroughly enjoyed it. The book vividly paints the picture of La 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0801477298


Quebrada, a pseudonym used to mark a rural Honduran town whose crippled coffee economy led to a dependence on 
labor migration to the United States. Drawing on extensive fieldwork in Honduras and supplemental interviews with 
migrants and key informants in the United States, Reichman immerses the reader in the issues that face migrants, their 
families, and the community as a whole. Throughout the book, he follows the experiences of individuals in La 
Quebrada, expertly situating these unique personal accounts into a theoretical context that illustrates the sociological 
foundation of life in a town both plagued by and dependent on emigration. In an excellent use of the sociological 
imagination, the author uses ethnographic methods and in-depth personal interviews to place the unique migration 
experiences of subjects within the macro-level forces of market liberalization and globalization that push and pull 
people across borders and away from their families.It's a very riveting read and definitely an interesting discussion on 
Free Trade products. I would recommend to anyone, even those who are not going into anthropologic studies.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Interesting, deep, but a bit disjointedBy Salvador ArmendarizInteresting, 
eye-witness accounts of the complexities behind migration in Honduras. The author also attempts to link migration to 
other complex systems such as the coffee trade and more boradly, the capitalist system, which is also interesting and 
useful, but at times felt a bit disjointed. Overall, all pretty good read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Four StarsBy Nathan WalloA good read

In The Broken Village, Daniel R. Reichman tells the story of a remote village in Honduras that transformed almost 
overnight from a sleepy coffee-growing community to a hotbed of undocumented migration to and from the United 
States. The small villagecalled here by the pseudonym La Quebradawas once home to a thriving coffee economy. 
Recently, it has become dependent on migrants working in distant places like Long Island and South Dakota, who live 
in ways that most Honduran townspeople struggle to comprehend or explain. Reichman explores how the new 
"migration economy" has upended cultural ideas of success and failure, family dynamics, and local politics.During his 
time in La Quebrada, Reichman focused on three different strategies for social reforma fledgling coffee cooperative 
that sought to raise farmer incomes and establish principles of fairness and justice through consumer activism; 
religious campaigns for personal morality that were intended to counter the corrosive effects of migration; and local 
discourses about migrant "greed" that labeled migrants as the cause of social crisis, rather than its victims. All three 
phenomena had one common trait: They were settings in which people presented moral visions of social welfare in 
response to a perceived moment of crisis. The Broken Village integrates sacred and secular ideas of morality, legal and 
cultural notions of justice, to explore how different groups define social progress.

"Reichman analyzes human migration and economic globalization via ethnography of a small Honduran village 
between 2001 and 2006. The book's title evokes the twin dislocations of economic globalization affecting the 
villagethe volatility of coffee markets following the demise of the International Coffee Agreement in 1989 and the 
upswing in global human migration in the two decades that followed. The book examines migration, religion, and 
coffee-planting strategies as various potential coping mechanisms for dealing with these dislocations. . . . Reichman 
writes briskly and well, making this book useful in undergraduate courses exploring globalization."Choice (October 
2012) "The Broken Village is sure to become obligatory reading for social scientists considering the cultural shifts 
resulting from neoliberal policies and the retreat of the state in Latin America and beyond. It provides much-needed 
perspective on the relatively understudied country of Honduras."Sarah Lyon, American Anthropologist (December 
2013)"The Broken Village is an ethnography that is told with verve and momentum and captures virtually everything 
that is currently happening in rural Latin America. It takes us through all the bizarre and fascinating ways in which 
rural people have responded to neoliberal globalization. In showing us why the ethnography of a particular place is so 
useful for understanding a world in constant flux, Daniel R. Reichman makes a powerful case for why anthropology 
still matters."Steve Striffler, Professor and Doris Zemurray Stone Chair in Latin American Studies at the University of 
New Orleans, author of Chicken: The Dangerous Transformation of America's Favorite Food "This is an excellent 
book. Daniel R. Reichman uses small-town Honduras to give us a big-picture ethnography. At once compassionate 
and incisive, impressively researched and well written, The Broken Village is essential reading for anyone who wants 
to understand America, in its largest meaning, today."Greg Grandin, author of FordlandiaAbout the AuthorDaniel R. 
Reichman is Assistant Professor of Anthropology at the University of Rochester. 


