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David Crystal : The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language: 

7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. timely delivery of an awesome bookBy George K.I knew this book 
to be an authority in English language studies during undergraduate and graduate years. But it has always been a rare 
commodity in my university in Ghana. And so the sight of this book and in its most updated edition made me so eager 
to possess it. The delivery was so timely the book gives me so much satisfaction. It has been tremendously updated to 
reflect modern trends which makes the book an asset to possess.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Good overview on Language and its historyBy R. ManleyGood overview on Language and its history. Divides the 
book up by different topics on language, such as speech acts, sign language etc.. Since it does talk about many aspects 
of language and many topics, each topic is briefly talked about, so this is good as a base, but if you are looking for 
really in-depth detail on a specific topic then it might not be as useful, however, he does talk about the founders for 
each type of topic, which is useful for researchers who are new to a topic.3 of 3 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521736501


helpful. LanguageBy Hidemasa YamaguchiMore than 20 years ago I bought the first edition of this book. The third 
edition has really undergone a great evolution since then. New chapters have been added to expand general linguistic 
approaches, studies and researches.Language, as everyone knows, is always changing as it represents human life style 
on the "go".This book is epitomized by the human life style. Particularly the chapter on the Internet language is very 
interesting. If you are interested in language and liguistics. the book is "must-read".

This new, thoroughly revised edition of the acclaimed Cambridge Encyclopedia of Language incorporates the major 
developments in language study which have taken place since the mid 1990s. Two main new areas have been added: 
the rise of electronic communication in all its current forms from email to texting, and the crisis affecting the world's 
languages, of which half are thought to be so seriously endangered that they will die out this century. All language 
statistics have been updated, and additional information provided about their linguistic affiliation All topics involving 
technology have been revised to take account of recent developments, notably in phonetics, language disability, and 
computing Maps have been revised to include new countries or country names Special attention has been paid to fast-
moving areas such as language teaching and learning The text design has been completely updated with many new 
illustrations throughout

Praise for Previous Edition: '... a celebration of language in all its oddity, beauty, fun, astonishing complexity and 
limitless variety.' --London of Books'... an ingenious tour de force ... stunningly diverse linguistic menu.' --Robert 
Burchfield, The Times'... David Crystal has a great facility for explaining language issues with plain good sense, wit 
and admirable brevity.' --The Times Educational SupplementAbout the AuthorDavid Crystal is one of the world's 
foremost authorities on language and works as a writer, editor, lecturer, and broadcaster. He is Honorary Professor of 
Linguistics at the University of Wales, Bangor and has published over 100 books. His most recent publications 
include: Think On My Words: Exploring Shakespeare's Language (2008), Language and the Internet, 2nd Edition 
(2006) and English as a Global Language, 2nd Edition (2003). 


