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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. For people who need to know about chemicals and who made/makes 
what and whereBy RuthIf you need to ever (OK, this isn't likely for most people..) know what happened when in the 
chemical industry, or who discovered what, or which companies did what and bought out each other, then this is the 
best book I've come across.It's extremely well written/translated, is neatly separated out into logical sections (by 
chronology and geography, as well as items of particular interest), which makes it the ideal reference book, and is 
surprisingly easy to read. I spotted a few minor errors in company names etc (I got the kindle edition which is a great 
deal at $9.99), but nothing that really throws you.4 stars. For people who need to know about chemicals and who 
made/makes what and where.

Europe is the cradle of the modem international chemical industry. From the middle of the nineteenth century until the 
outbreak of World War I, the European chemical industry influenced not only the production and control of science 
and technology, but also made significant contributions towards economic development, as well as bringing about 
profound changes in working and living enviromnents. It is a highly complex heritage, both rich and threatening, that 
calls for close scrutinity. Fortunately, a unique opportunity to explore the historical development of the European 
chemical industry from a variety of novel standpoints, was made possible during 1993 as part of the European Science 
Foundation (ESF) programme called 'The Evolution of Chemistry in Europe, 1789-1939.' This process of exploration 
has taken place through three workshops, each dealing with different time periods. The workshop concerned with the 
period 1850-1914, which corresponds roughly to the so-called Second Industrial Revolution, was held in Maastricht, 
The Netherlands, on 23-25 March 1995. This volume is the outcome of that workshop. The other workshops dealing 
with European chemical industry were held in Liege in 1994, covering the First Industrial Revolution period, 1789-
1850, and Strasbourg in 1996, covering the period between the two World Wars.

`... and excellent complement to the relatively few published studies of the development of the chemical industry 
during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The references from the various chapters comprise a good bibliography, 
and several chapters offer new perspectives on issues that are of interest to historians of science. This book is an 
excellent resource for understanding how the modern chemical industry was created.' HYLE - An International Journal 
for the Philosophy of Chemistry, 5 (1999) 


