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Christopher J. Lebron : The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our Time  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Color of Our Shame: Race and Justice in Our 
Time: 

3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. and I was delighted there was a copy available for me to buyBy 
Donna R. SwansonThis book was hard to find, and I was delighted there was a copy available for me to buy. It arrived 
promptly, and in very nice condition. Material in specialized fields can be difficult to acquire, and some things that are 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0190264675


used in professional work need to be owned and available. Having worked as a hospital chaplain, and served as a 
preacher and ritualist in a multi-ethnic parish, I found this book to be a good resource for those moments when I knew 
I was out of my depth in a culture based conversation or situation. I could apologize for my ineptness or confusion, 
and suggest we meet again in a few days after I had time to do some reading and thinking, and praying. Thank you for 
making this volume available for purchase!

For many Americans, the election of Barack Obama as the country's first black president signaled that we had become 
a post-racial nation - some even suggested that race was no longer worth discussing. Of course, the evidence tells a 
very different story. And while social scientists are fully engaged in examining the facts of race, normative political 
thought has failed to grapple with race as an interesting moral case or as a focus in the expansive theory of social 
justice. Political thought's under participation in the debate over the status of blacks in American society raises serious 
concerns since the main academic task of political theory is to adjudicate discrepancies between the demands of ideal 
justice and social realities. Christopher J. Lebron contends that it is the duty of political thought to address the moral 
problems that attend racial inequality and to make those problems salient to a democratic polity. Thus, in The Color of 
Our Shame, he asks two major questions. First, given the success of the Civil Rights Act and the sharp decline in overt 
racist norms, how can we explain the persistence of systemic racial inequality? Second, once we have settled on an 
explanation, what might political philosophy have to offer in terms of a solution? In order to answer these questions 
Lebron suggests that we reconceive of racial inequality as a condition that marks the normative status of black citizens 
in the eyes of the nation. He argues that our collective response to racial inequality ought to be shame. While we reject 
race as a reason for marginalizing blacks on the basis of liberal democratic ideals, we fail to live up to those ideals - a 
situation that Lebron sees as a failure of national character. Drawing on a wide array of resources including liberal 
theory, virtue ethics, history, and popular culture, Lebron proposes a move toward a "perfectionist politics" that would 
compel a higher level of racially relevant moral excellence from individuals and institutions and enable America to 
meet the democratic ideals that it has set for itself.

Winner of the APSA Foundations of Political Theory Best First Book Award"Lebron argues that we lack the 'will to 
be racially egalitarian' despite our stated commitments. We ignore the moral lessons taught by our institutions and 
consequently fail to reform those institutions to support development of our moral capacity for racial egalitarianism. 
Lebron points to an alternative path. His is a terrific and compelling argument."-Danielle S. Allen, author of Talking to 
Strangers "The Color of our Shame offers a trenchant and sobering indictment of the character of American society. 
Americans claim to be committed to a principle of equal citizenship, but our public policies systematically treat blacks 
as of lower worth. Lebron demonstrates the power of virtue theory in coming to grips with our failure to live up to our 
democratic ideals. This is vital reading for all morally serious Americans."-Elizabeth Anderson, John Rawls Collegiate 
Professor of Philosophy and Women's Studies, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor About the AuthorChristopher J. 
Lebron is Associate Research Scientist in Political Science and Senior Lecturer in Ethics, Politics and Economics at 
Yale University. 


