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From Warren Green : The Columbia Guide to Social Work Writing  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Columbia Guide to Social Work Writing: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Essential guide to writing for social workBy P. Hooper 
MayhewSocial Work practice requires commitment and empathy, of course, but most social workers write proposals, 
reports and almost hourly client records as the tangible products of their important work. For them, this latest volume 
of the Columbia Guides is essential.

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0231142951


Social work practitioners write for a variety of publications, and they are expected to show fluency in a number of 
related fields. Whether the target is a course instructor, scholarly journal, fellowship organization, or general news 
outlet, social workers must be clear, persuasive, and comprehensive in their writing, especially on provocative 
subjects. This first-of-its-kind guide features top scholars and educators providing a much-needed introduction to 
social work writing and scholarship. Foregrounding the process of social work writing, the coeditors particularly 
emphasize how to think about and approach one's subject in a productive manner.The guide begins with an overview 
of social work writing from the 1880s to the present, and then follows with ideal strategies for academic paper writing, 
social work journal writing, and social work research writing. A section on applied professional writing addresses 
student composition in field education, writing for and about clinical practice, the effective communication of policy 
information to diverse audiences, program and proposal development, advocacy, and administrative writing. The 
concluding section focuses on specific fields of practice, including writing on child and family welfare, contemporary 
social issues, aging, and intervention in global contexts. Grounding their essays in systematic observations, induction 
and deduction, and a wealth of real-world examples, the contributors describe the conceptualization, development, and 
presentation of social work writing in ways that better secure its power and relevance.

This book will help all social workers students, seasoned professionals, and educators to improve their writing. More 
importantly, the authors remind us of the critical role we have in giving voice to our clients and advocating for them 
through the words we use. The comprehensive approach includes writing for different audiences and in the context of 
various fields of practice. (Wynne Sandra Korr, Dean and Professor of School of Social Work University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign)Up-to-date and reflective of current trends in the field. The authors continually demonstrate their 
understanding about how technology has revolutionized professional writing in agency as well as academia. There is 
no other book that addresses in such a comprehensive manner various types of social work writing. (Elaine Congress, 
Associate Dean and Professor, Fordham University Graduate School of Social Service)A valuable acquisition.... 
Highly recommended. (Choice)About the AuthorWarren Green founded the Writing Center at Columbia University 
School of Social Work and has been its director since 1995. He holds a BA and MFA from Columbia University and is 
a writer and educator living in New York City.Barbara Levy Simon is an associate professor of social work at the 
Columbia University School of Social Work and has served on its faculty since 1986. Her research focuses on the 
history of social work and social welfare in colonial and postcolonial settings and gender and sexuality in social work 
practice. Her books are The Empowerment Tradition in American Social Work and Never Married Women. 


