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This unique collaboration between a classicist and physicist at the University of Illinois at Chicago is the first work to 
combine the evidence from both China and Rome for the spectacular daylight comet of 44 BC, perhaps the most 
famous comet in antiquity. This investigation, which also examines allusions to this comet in astrological literature 
from later antiquity, sheds new light on the significance of the comet as a powerful symbol in the political propaganda 
that launched Augustus' career.

"[Ramsey and Licht] have produced a generally persuasive historical and astrometric analysis.... [For] anyone 
interested in the portentous events of 44 BC and the emergence of Rome's first emperor into the full light of history, 
[this] book deserves a place on the shelf."--The AncientWorld"Ramsey and Licht have produced a magnificent piece 
of interdisciplinary detective work."--Astronomy and Geophysics, Royal Astronomical SocietyLanguage NotesText: 
English, Greek, Latin (translation)About the AuthorA. Lewis Licht is at both at the University of Illinois, Chicago. 


