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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Complete Guide to
Creating a Special Needs Life Plan: A Comprehensive Approach Integrating Life, Resource, Financial, and Legal
Planning to Ensure a Brighter Future for a Person with a Disability:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. ComprehensiveBy PatPThe book is comprehensive and written for
the layperson. But it has enough information to be useful for professionals as well. The chapters on envisioning life for
a special needs person are very good with outlines/checklists to consider when creating a plan.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreatBook, has alot of information people need.2 of 2 people found
the following review helpful. Comprehensive, all you need to knowBY Elizabeth MooreCarefully covers all the
aspects of creating alife plan for a person with specia needs. Thorough easy to understand

The purpose of special needs planning is to create the best possible life for an adult with a disability. This book
provides comprehensive guidance on creating alife plan to transition a special needs child to independence or to
ensure they are well cared for in the future.Beginning with avision of ameaningful life for the child, Hal Wright
explains how to form a practical plan to reach these goals, how to mentor personal empowerment and task skills, and
how to create circles of support to sustain alife plan. He next looks at employment and residential options, and
government programs available in the United States. Finally he talks the reader through important financial and legal
considerations, including how to fund and manage a specia needs trust.This book will be essential reading for all
parents or guardians of a child with a cognitive, mental or physical impairment. It will also be of interest to attorneys,
financial planners, insurance agents, trust officers and other professionals |ooking to better serve the special needs
community.

Any parent of a child with physical or mental impairments needs this specific resource on how to create a unique
person-centered life plan, keeping in mind the unique requirements of the individual. -- Midwest Book Author Wright,
aformer certified financial planner (CFP) hasfilled avery definite need in this comprehensive, thought-provoking
guide to "life planning" for the adult child with special needs....There is a plethora of information for parents of a
preschool and/or school-aged specia needs child, but there is a definite dearth of information about planning for the
adult child, making this book both needed and valuable. Verdict: An essential for parents of special needs children,
educators, medical and legal professionals, insurance agents, financial planners, and othersinterested in the special
needs community. -- Library Journal, starred review Finally someone has created a much-needed resource to help
families, caregivers, and anyone else navigate the maze of special needs planning. This book is an invaluable resource
in showing how to create a person-centered life plan that focuses on an individual's abilities, not his or her disability.
Hal Wright has done the nearly impossible and created a comprehensive guidebook that crosses several disciplinesto
build aroadmap for special needs life planning. | particularly like the practical checklists that follow every section
making the process of life planning achievable for everyone regardless of resources or family situation. -- from the
foreword by James Faber, President of The National Down Syndrome Congress Hal Wright successfully tackles a
daunting subject - helping parents of children with disabilities prepare for their futures. It's obvious that Hal is
passionate about serving and enriching the lives of those within the special needs community. Illustrative and
practical, this guide isimperative reading for families and professionals who are driven to make a difference. Well
done, Hal! -- Peter JWall, Vice President and Trust Officer, Colorado State Bank and Trust The transition into adult
life for an individual with adisability and his or her family is often incredibly stressful and overwhelming. Hal's book
provides real answersto real questions for real people. It iscomprehensivein its approach. | anticipate that it will not
only help families create a plan that works for their unique set of dreams and needs, but will also provide families with
asense of hope in a beautiful future. -- Julie Dani, MS Education, Special Education Consultant Parents of children
with special needs and their advisors will return again and again to The Complete Guide to Creating a Special Needs
Life Plan when sorting through the maze of thorny issues they face. Hal Wright weaves together diverse and
inherently complex areas of planning with the expertise of an experienced practitioner and the compassion of aloving
dad. -- Hartley Goldstone, JD, co-author of TrustWorthy: New Angles on Trusts from Beneficiaries and Trustees This
book accomplishes what it sets out to do in thetitle; that is, it offers a complete overview of how to create alife plan
for achild with specia needs. This comprehensive book offers a plan for the maze of life that families of children with
disabilities travel through. Specific and well-written information on challenging issues such as finances (including
advice on Specia Needs Trusts and Supplemental Security Income), insurance, guardianship, and estate planning
provides excellent guidance for these families. -- Fran Hickey, MD, Director of the Sie Center for Down Syndrome,
Children's Hospital Colorado Hal's book is the most comprehensive, easy-to-read book on living with and helping
those with disabilities that | have ever read or imagined. It's abook you can read from cover to cover (and should) as
well as aresource you can go back to as needed. It answers every question | can think of and so much more. It'sa
resource for those just starting their journey and those already well on their way. Highly recommended! -- Ally Bailey,
parent of a daughter with an intellectual disability This book is at the top of my list for families and professionals that



are touched by someone with special needs. As an attorney with over 30 years experience, my practice focuses on
elder law and special needs planning. Hal provides advice that is practical, comprehensive, and easy to understand. |
give The Complete Guide to Creating a Special Needs Life Plan my highest recommendation and applaud Hal for his
insight and mastery of a multifaceted subject. -- Bradley J. Frigon, JD, LLM, CELA (Certified Elder Law Attorney),
CAP (Council of Advance Practitioners) Any parent of a child with physical or mental impairments needs this specific
resource on how to create a unique person-centered life plan, keeping in mind the unique requirements of the
individual. (Midwest Book )Author Wright, aformer certified financial planner (CFP) hasfilled avery definite need in
this comprehensive, thought-provoking guide to "life planning" for the adult child with special needs....Thereisa
plethora of information for parents of a preschool and/or school-aged specia needs child, but there is a definite dearth
of information about planning for the adult child, making this book both needed and valuable. Verdict: An essential for
parents of special needs children, educators, medical and legal professionals, insurance agents, financial planners, and
othersinterested in the special needs community. (Library Journal, starred review)Finally someone has created a much-
needed resource to help families, caregivers, and anyone el se navigate the maze of special needs planning. This book
isan invaluable resource in showing how to create a person-centered life plan that focuses on an individua's abilities,
not his or her disability. Hal Wright has done the nearly impossible and created a comprehensive guidebook that
crosses several disciplines to build aroadmap for special needs life planning. | particularly like the practical checklists
that follow every section making the process of life planning achievable for everyone regardless of resources or family
situation. (from the foreword by James Faber, President of The National Down Syndrome Congress)Hal Wright
successfully tackles a daunting subject - helping parents of children with disabilities prepare for their futures. It's
obvious that Hal is passionate about serving and enriching the lives of those within the special needs community.
[llustrative and practical, this guideis imperative reading for families and professionals who are driven to make a
difference. Well done, Hal! (Peter JWall, Vice President and Trust Officer, Colorado State Bank and Trust) The
transition into adult life for an individual with a disability and his or her family is often incredibly stressful and
overwhelming. Hal's book provides real answersto real questionsfor real people. It is comprehensive in its approach. |
anticipate that it will not only help families create a plan that works for their unique set of dreams and needs, but will
also provide families with a sense of hope in a beautiful future. (Julie Dani, MS Education, Special Education
Consultant)Parents of children with special needs and their advisors will return again and again to The Complete
Guide to Creating a Specia Needs Life Plan when sorting through the maze of thorny issues they face. Hal Wright
weaves together diverse and inherently complex areas of planning with the expertise of an experienced practitioner
and the compassion of aloving dad. (Hartley Goldstone, JD, co-author of TrustWorthy: New Angles on Trusts from
Beneficiaries and Trustees) This book accomplishes what it sets out to do in thetitle; that is, it offers a complete
overview of how to create alife plan for a child with special needs. This comprehensive book offers a plan for the
maze of life that families of children with disabilities travel through. Specific and well-written information on
challenging issues such as finances (including advice on Special Needs Trusts and Supplemental Security Income),
insurance, guardianship, and estate planning provides excellent guidance for these families. (Fran Hickey, MD,
Director of the Sie Center for Down Syndrome, Children's Hospital Colorado)Hal's book is the most comprehensive,
easy-to-read book on living with and helping those with disabilities that | have ever read or imagined. It's a book you
can read from cover to cover (and should) as well as a resource you can go back to as needed. It answers every
guestion | can think of and so much more. It's aresource for those just starting their journey and those already well on
their way. Highly recommended! (Ally Bailey, parent of a daughter with an intellectual disability)This book is at the
top of my list for families and professionals that are touched by someone with special needs. As an attorney with over
30 years experience, my practice focuses on elder law and special needs planning. Hal provides advicethat is
practical, comprehensive, and easy to understand. | give The Complete Guide to Creating a Special Needs Life Plan
my highest recommendation and applaud Hal for hisinsight and mastery of a multifaceted subject. (Bradley J. Frigon,
JD, LLM, CELA (Certified Elder Law Attorney), CAP (Council of Advance Practitioners))About the AuthorHal
Wright has been married for forty years and has three adult children, one born with Down syndrome. He had a
successful 27 year career in corporate finance, but in 2004 read an article in the Wall Street Journal about the scarcity
of financia planners with expertise in special needs planning. He resigned his corporate position and established a
financial planning practice focused on special needs planning. He graduated from the College of Financial Planning
and earned the respected professional designation of Certified Financial Planner (CFP). Now retired from professional
practice, he is afrequent speaker on the topic and has presented to the Colorado Bar Association and the Women's
Estate Planning Council for CLE credit. He livesin Denver, Colorado.



