(Read free ebook) The Corpse Walker: Real Life Stories: China From the Bottom Up

The Corpse Walker: Real Life Stories. China From the Bottom Up

Liao Yiwu
ePub | *DOC | audiobook | ebooks | Download PDF

Capyrigiien Ksterial

The Corpse Walker

Henl-Life Stovies, Ching Feom the Bottom [
Liao Yiwn  Feeceswd by PR Gaeeeifih
it W e i
'Hewvnllimge Fall ' forbivarames anil Oereive
He"H= I:.l i re-erealaal iibeiees i + 'I liirew a
irnien e individaal & s erneind timis i i e
hisdory, ™ — The New Jaord Dimes ol Keedew

e
DOWNLOAD ™ READ ONLINE

#403603 in Books Yiwu, Liao/ Huang, Wen (TRN) 2009-05-05 2009-05-050riginal language:EnglishPDF #
18.00x .72 x 5.14l, .60 #File Name: 0307388379352 pagesAnchor Books | File size: 72.Mb

Liao Yiwu : The Corpse Walker: Real Life Stories: China From the Bottom Up before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Corpse Walker: Rea Life Stories. China From the
Bottom Up:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. After ageneral concept through other books | can confront the
reality of this one better. It is amazing to realize the resilienBy JalaFascinating book ! Chinaasit itsand asit was


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0307388379

through the words and eyes of Chinese people who experienced it in its most brutal and aberrant historical way. The
interview conducted by a Chinese Author, who himself had to suffer through the same historical period and can
understand,- please don't skip the foreword and introduction - makes it much closer to the reality of it all. | am reading
alot of books on China and this one gives more depth to the general education | am receiving on the subject as| go. |
don't think that | would have started with this one though and would have been able to continue reading without being
prepared by other books. After ageneral concept through other books | can confront the reality of this one better. Itis
amazing to realize the resilience of Chinese people and of individuals who, | had no idea, could survive under such
harsh conditions even though | had heard 1st hand all kind of 2nd World War European stories. | could not put this
book away. IT ISHISTORY !0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. | LOVED this bookBy Nanae Itol
LOVED thisbook! It's one of my favorites still. The short vignettes of the individuals highlighted in the book were
fascinating and riveting - illustrating a time where tradition perseveres despite structural oppression.8 of 8 people
found the following review helpful. Engrossing Interviews with the People at the Bottom of SocietyBy A.
SilverstoneThisis a fascinating and engrossing book that provides 27 glimpses into lives that have not faired so well in
China. The author, Liao Yiwu, is apoet who has drawn upon his own life to conduct interviews with people from the
bottom of society. This extremely well-done English translation draws upon 27 interviews from the 60 in the original
Chinese book. The people range from the occupation from which the book draws the title - an ancient method of
transporting dead bodies for burial - to a 103 year-old Buddhist abbot to a rest room manager to a blind street erhu
player. Liao is by no means an objective interviewer; he does not let the Human Trafficker (already in jail) of easily.
Each chapter istitled by the role or occupation of the interviewee. These are people who have suffered under the
various deprivations of revolutionary communism, the cultural revolution, or the newest era of capitalist communism.
Liao brings a harsh light to many of the sufferings of the past. However, despite the accumulated human misery, thisis
not a depressing book. Many of the people interviewed, as the original Chinese title describes "Interviews with People
from the Bottom Rung of Society", are not the wildly successful, they often have come to accept their lot in life, and
they have a quiet dignity the perfuses their words. | would highly recommend this to anyone who wants to see avery
different view of lifein China.

The Corpse Walker introduces us to regular men and women at the bottom of Chinese society, most of whom have
been battered by life but have managed to retain their dignity: a professional mourner, a human trafficker, a public
toilet manager, aleper, agrave robber, and a Falung Gong practitioner, among others. By asking challenging questions
with respect and empathy, Liao Yiwu managed to get his subjects to talk openly and sometimes hilariously about their
lives, desires, and vulnerabilities, creating abook that is an instance par excellence of what was once upon atime
called The New Journalism. The Corpse Walker reveals a fascinating aspect of modern China, describing the lives of
normal Chinese citizens in ways that constantly provoke and surprise.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . In thisrich, often harrowing oral history, Chinese writer (and notorious target of
censors) Liao travels to the margins of Chinese society, interviewing 27 outsiders from China's forgotten classes. The
book contains an incredible cast of characters: a grave robber, a composer, aleper, a professional mourner paid to wail
at funerals, a human trafficker and a delusional peasant who has anointed himself emperor. These conversations,
largely recorded from memory, showcase Liao's empathy for his subjects and a particular talent for getting into tight
situations; on one occasion, the author isforced to leap out of athree-story building when he fears the Communist
government is targeting him for talking to a Falun Gong supporter. Liao's research took 11 years, and his final product
isastunning series of portraits of a generation and class of individuals ignored in history books and unacknowledged
in the accounts of the new China. (Apr.) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All
rights reserved.From BooklistPoet and novelist Liao, imprisoned for four years by the Chinese government for his
poem condemning the massacre at Tiananmen Square, offers intimate portraits of ordinary people in China. Using
interviews with hundreds of villagers whose lives have not benefited from the astounding economic growth of the new
China, he offers oral histories of their liveslived day to day. Among his interview subjects are professional mourners,
aformer Red Guard, atrafficker in women, a grave robber, and aformer political prisoner. Liao talked to peoplein
villages where traditions have changed little as well as those where the old ways have clashed with the Revolution. A
man recounts how fear of leprosy and evil dragons prompted villagersto burn hiswife aive. The shocked husband
was then obligated to feed them at afestival afterward. A retired government officia recounts the hardships during the
Cultural Revolution, the passion of the villagers and the hypocrisy of leaders, and the need for an honest assessment
and apology. Liao offersrich detail about people who live well outside the spotlight trained on China. --Vanessa Bush
Revedling. . . . full of forbearance and forgiveness. . . . Each re-created interviewcaptures a particular individual at a
crucial timein Chinese history.The New Y ork Times Book Stunning. . . . Revealing initsincidental details. . .. Liao
brings us fascinating insights into the lives of all manner of workers....an addictive book. BookforumReading The
Corpse Walker is like walking with Liao: Even though our feet are not blistered and our bodies are not starved, in the



end we are shaken and moved.San Francisco Chronicle



