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Jos Vasconcelos: The Cosmic Race/ Laraza cosmica (Racein the Americas) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Cosmic Race/ Laraza cosmica (Racein the

Americas):
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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy LSGot it as a gift and they really didn't likeit. :(6 of 6
people found the following review helpful. A must haveBy Marx LivesThe Cosmic Race is ahistoric text that should
be in the personal library of undergraduate and graduate students of Latin America. This edition by John Hopkins
University press presents the complete essay in original Spanish and in English. The English translation isfairly good.
| strongly recommended it.14 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Spiritual and not scientificBy A
Customerlf read in the light of race, Vasconcel os at first appears disturbing. However, Raza Cosmica needs to be read
in the light of the spiritual vs. materialist debate raging in Latin America through the 19th century into the mid 20th.
The Author isreflecting on "Anglo" materialism vs. "Hispano" spiritualism, and the idea of race is really secondary
when compared to his vision of the future. An absolute must read for the debates of the Revolution in Mexico and all
of Latin Americatrying to find aplace in the world of a North Atlantic economy.

In thisinfluential 1925 essay, presented here in Spanish and English, Jos Vasconcel os predicted the coming of a new
age, the Aesthetic Era, in which joy, love, fantasy, and creativity would prevail over the rationalism he saw as
dominating the present age. In this new age, marriages would no longer be dictated by necessity or convenience, but
by love and beauty; ethnic obstacles, already in the process of being broken down, especially in Latin America, would
disappear altogether, giving birth to afully mixed race, a"cosmic race,” in which al the better qualities of each race
would persist by the natural selection of love.

"The Aesthetic Age posited by Vasconcel os, in which amixture of all racesis embraced, hasn't arrived yet, but we
have seen previews of it in the 'Flower Power' movement of the sixties, the 'new age' craze of the eighties, and the
current multicultural realities of North, Central, and South America and the Caribbean. With the millennium fast
approaching Vasconcelos vision of anew erain human existence is perhaps just around the corner." (Eugene Holley
Hispanic)"This bilingual edition of The Cosmic Race by Jos V asconcel os gives the reader a clear and concise
introduction to contents that have caused much critical controversy. Didier T. Jan places this essay in perspective,
discussing theories relevant to Vasconcel os's thought... [and] also provides an historical context for Vasconcelos's
evolving ideas." (Hispania)Language NotesText: English, Spanish (trandlation) Original Language: SpanishFrom the
Back Coverln thisinfluential 1925 essay, presented here in Spanish and English, Jose V asconcel os predicted the
coming of anew age, the Aesthetic Era, in which joy, love, fantasy, and creativity, would prevail over the rationalism
he saw as dominating the present age. In this new age, marriages would no longer be dictated by necessity or
convenience, but by love and beauty; ethnic obstacles, already in the process of being broken down, especially in Latin
America, would disappear atogether, giving birth to afully mixed race, a"cosmic race", in which al the better
qualities of each race would persist by the natural selection of love.



