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From The Guilford Press : The Craft of Life Course Research  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Craft of Life Course Research: 

This book brings together prominent investigators to provide a comprehensive guide to doing life course research, 
including an inside view of how they designed and carried out influential longitudinal studies. Using vivid examples, 
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the contributors trace the connections between early and later experience and reveal how researchers and graduate 
students can discover these links in their own research. Well-organized chapters describe the best and newest ways to: 
*Use surveys, life records, ethnography, and data archives to collect different types of data over years or even 
decades.*Apply innovative statistical methods to measure dynamic processes that result in improvement, decline, or 
reversibility in economic fortune, stress, health, and criminality. *Explore the micro- and macro-level explanatory 
factors that shape individual trajectories, including genetic and environmental interactions, personal life history, 
interpersonal ties, and sociocultural institutions.

"A tour de force. The chapters, written by preeminent scholars in an engaging manner, provide a blueprint for studying 
how lives unfold over time. The contributors illustrate the challenges that they have faced and overcome in their own 
research as well as showcasing dozens of studies by others. Some of the topics include how to reconstruct lives from a 
data set, how to study linked lives (children and parents or couples), how to study trajectories and turning points, and 
how to use behavioral genetics as a window into the life course. I recommend this volume to those who want to learn 
more about this topic and to experience the best of the field."--Jeanne Brooks-Gunn, PhD, Virginia and Leonard Marx 
Professor of Child Development, Teachers College and the College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia University 


