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Doug Johnson : The Indispensable Librarian: Surviving and Thriving in School Libraries in the Information 
Age  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Indispensable 
Librarian: Surviving and Thriving in School Libraries in the Information Age: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Required reading for School librariansBy S. BurpoGreat book for 
School librarians/media specialist. Well written. It challenges you to do your job better. Affirmed some things I 
already do and challenges me to do more.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy SandraThe 
book is awesome

Both a book of practical solutions to today's budgetary and staffing problems in school libraries as well as an advocacy 
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book, The Indispensable Librarian: Surviving and Thriving in School Libraries in the Information Age, Second 
Edition provides a practice-based overview of all management topics that also supplies real-world scenarios, step-by-
step instructions, and pragmatic solutions to specific problems.In this follow-up to his original book, Doug Johnson 
offers more practical methods and sage advice for leveraging technology's popularity and effectiveness to build 
stronger programs and cultivate beneficial professional connections and friendships. He defines and clarifies the role 
of the school library media specialist in a technologically enhanced school, providing relevant examples and useful 
advice on a variety of topics; and underscores the importance of strong management skills, especially regarding 
collaborative planning and communications. The book is written especially for K-12 school librarians, both new and 
experienced, and is also suitable for pre-service librarians as a textbook.

From BooklistGood grief, all classrooms are going to start operating like good libraries. So says author Johnson, 
director of media and technology in Mankato, Minnesota; and from this quote, he proceeds to guide and cajole both 
new and veteran school librarians (K12) to bring their A games and make positive and necessary changes to their 
school library programs. He focuses on topics such as program assessment, planning, advocacy, digital intellectual 
freedom, and the librarians role in curriculum development. This revised edition is 90 percent new, making it a 
valuable asset even to those who have dog-eared copies of the first edition. --Lynn Evarts "This is a book that belongs 
in school library collections for frequent reference--and even more in the hands of administrators whose vision of the 
possibilities inherent in a school library might just be approaching the twenty-first century." - Library Media 
Connection"This revised edition is 90 percent new, making it a valuable asset even to those who have dog-eared 
copies of the first edition." - Booklist Online"This revised edition is 90 percent new, making it a valuable asset even to 
those who have dog-eared copies of the first edition." - Booklist Online"This is a book that belongs in school library 
collections for frequent reference--and even more in the hands of administrators whose vision of the possibilities 
inherent in a school library might just be approaching the twenty-first century." - Library Media ConnectionAbout the 
AuthorDoug Johnson is director of media and technology for Mankato Area Public Schools in Mankato, MN. 


