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Margaret Sullivan : The Jane Austen Handbook: Proper Life Skills from Regency England  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Jane Austen Handbook: Proper Life 
Skills from Regency England: 

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. A Mixed Bag with Some Excellent Reference MaterialBy K. C. 
ScarpinattoThis book seemed to have multiple personalities. Some sections, such as those on clothing, hairstyles, card 
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games, and the family of Jane Austen contained excellent, detailed information. These portions were clearly well-
researched and well-thought out. The explanations of card games in particular showed how the characters' choice of 
card games in Austen's novels was a reflection of their personalities, a detail that was lost on me prior to reading this 
book. Other sections, such as those on social behavior, were filled with flippant allusions to Austen's novels. If you 
had not read the novels, you would be mystified by these allusions. If you had, they were tiresome. Once you got past 
the allusions, the rest was not very informative.In summary, I would say the book is worth buying. The good sections 
are very good, and more than make up for the rest.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. An informative 
and interesting little handbook about the details of life in the Regency periodBy KrissThis little handbook (which is 
about the size of my hand; very small!) is quite amusing and informational. It's set up as a practical book of various 
aspects of life during the Regency period of English, and reads much like a guidebook to tell readers specifics in little 
bullet-point lists. While it seems to take on a sort of archaic tone/attitude in the way it snarks about "you don't want to 
be seen as a bluestocking (a woman who pursues intellectual goals and thinks for herself and such)!" I feel these were 
added to try to make the book sound like something that had popped out of Regency times, like a book a girl might 
pick up to educate herself on how to do things like divide her time, reject a suitor, and net herself a purse and provide 
general advice that she'd have gotten from typical people of the time, I think it was an attempt at feeling very authentic 
to the time period in every way, even if it isolates the modern reader. Overall it felt informative and interesting; I've 
watched a lot of period pieces from the early 1800's and read a number of 19th century novels, so it was a nice change 
to read about the details of daily life. I liked the book and am happy to have purchased it; it's good reference material 
and fun knowledge to have.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A bit skimpyBy Kindle CustomerI'm 
glad I bought this for a reduced price. There are a few interesting tidbits, but mostly a lot of filler that I skipped over.

Every young lady dreams of a life spent exchanging witty asides with a dashing Mr. Darcy, but how should you let 
him know your intentions? Seek counsel from this charming guide to Jane Austens world. Its step-by-step instructions 
reveal the practicalities of life in Regency England, including sensible advice on: How to behave at your first ball How 
to ride sidesaddle How to decline an unwanted marriage proposal How to improve your estate How to throw a dinner 
partyand much more. Offering readers a glimpse into day-to-day life in Jane Austens time, The Jane Austen Handbook 
is the perfect companion for fans of her novels and their film adaptations, complete with detailed information on love 
among the social classes, currency, dress, and nuances of graceful living.

A valuable companion to Austen's novels.School Library JournalThis informative and gently amusing book explains 
(Austen) in easily digestible sections, and is equally of use to the Austen neophyte and the Austen fan.Chicago 
TribuneThe Jane Austen Handbookis a valuable addition to any Regency era reference library.GeekDad.comWhat a 
boon to any Jane Austen fan! It is great fun to read.Portland Book About the AuthorMARGARET C. SULLIVAN is 
the editrix of Austenblog.com.She lives in Philadelphia. 


