(Ebook free) The Kings Body: Sacred Rituals of Power in Medieval and Early Modern Europe

The Kings Body: Sacred Rituals of Power in Medieval and Early
Modern Europe

Sergio Bertelli
*Download PDF | ePub | DOC | audiobook | ebooks

batren Rituaws

or Powen

§Erc1O
BERTELLI

- 1T
DOWNLOAD *® I="READ ONLINE

#4774179 in Books Pennsylvania State Univ Pr (Txt) 2003-07-210riginal language: talianPDF # 1 10.00 x
.69 x 7.00I, 1.71 #File Name: 0271023449320 pages | File size: 61.Mb

Sergio Bertelli : TheKings Body: Sacred Rituals of Power in Medieval and Early Modern Europe before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Kings Body: Sacred
Rituals of Power in Medieval and Early Modern Europe:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Thereis at least one major error, repeated - ...By John D.
WallaceThereis at least one major error, repeated - the year of the triumphal entry of F. Sforzainto Milanis given as
1453 (stated on pp. 81 and 88), when it was in fact 1450 (a 1454 date might have been somewhat forgivable in light of
the Peace of Lodi, but that was till not atriumph). Not sure if thisis the original author, translator or publisher's error,


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0271023449

but it's egregious considering how well-known the feats of Sforza are, especialy his entry into Milan after a prolonged
siege. The overall survey is decent but I'm now wary of what other facts are wrong.Also unsure of whom to blame for
the pixelated images in the edition | received as the images are barely discernible (the imprint of my copy is 2001, but
on the first frontipiece November is scratched out with December written in over that, with contact info for PSU's
publishing manager given immediately below; seller was a'Helen Lawton' - beware). If thisistruly a publication of
the PSU press then | am embarrassed for them.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 5-starBy CustomerA
really interesting book with enormous amount of details, which could be interesting both for professionals and
amateurs.| accidentally took it in alibrary and really enjoyed it.

The King's Body offers a unique and up-to-date overview of a central theme in European history: the nature and
meaning of the sacred rituals of kingship. Informed by the work of recent cultural anthropologists, Sergio Bertelli
explores the cult of kingship, which pervaded the lives of hundreds of thousands of subjects, poor and rich, noble and
cleric. His analysis takes in a wide spectrum, from the Vandal kings of Spain and the long-haired kings of France, to
the beheaded kings of England and France, Charles | and Louis XVI. Bertelli explores the multiple meanings of the
rites related to the king's body, from his birth (with the exhibition of his masculinity) to the crowning (arebirth) to his
death (atriumph and an apotheosis). We see how particular occasions such as entrances, processions, and banquets
make sense only as they related directly to the king's body. Bertelli also singles out crowd-participatory aspects of
sacred kingship, including the rites of violence connected with the interregnum (perceived as a suspension of the law)
and the rites of expulsion for atyrant's body, emphasizing the inversion of crowning rituals. First published in Italy in
1990, The King's Body has been revised and updated for English-speaking readers and expertly translated from the
Italian by R. Burr Litchfield. Deftly argued and amply illustrated, this book is a perfect introduction to the cult of
kingship in the West; at the same time, it illuminates for modern readers how strangely different the medieval and
early modern world was from our own.

The Kings Body is an important book that should engender controversy and excitement. Bertelli shows that kingsin
the European tradition were truly sacred in ways that need to be taken seriously. Following in the footsteps and
expanding the work of Ernst Kantorowicz, Bertelli changes the way we understand premodern kingship, government,
and society.Guido Ruggiero, Penn State University Relying on minute details and exhaustive research, Bertelli
demonstrates that from the early Middle Ages up through the 17th century the centrality of the sovereign provided the
key element in maintaining the order of society. . . . Inrich detail, Bertelli looks at sacred rituals surrounding birth,
enthronement and death that defined kingship, showing that in the Middle Ages the modern distinction between the
political and the religious did not exist.Publishers WeeklyAbly trandated from the original Italian by R. Burr
Litchfield (Professor of History, Brown University), The King's Body: Sacred Rituals Of Power In Medieval And
Early Modern Europe by Sergio Bertelli (Professor of History, University of Florence) presents an amazing and
scholarly focus on acritical piece of European history: the nature and meaning of the sacred rituals associated with
kingship. From the Vandal kings of Spain to the long succession of kingsin England and France, The King's Body
explores the multiple significance of rituals from birth to crowning and death. Very highly recommended for anyone
with a keen interest in the history of the European monarchies, the black-and-white illustrations of classical artwork
enhance this scholarly and serious historical analysis.Midwest Book The Kings Body constitutes an intellectually
powerful and imaginative, yet also highly accessible, treatment of the public culture of monarchical rule in medieval
and early modern Europe, as well asits weaknesses and ultimate demise.D. A. Orr, Canadian Journal of Historyln a
well-organized, well-documented, and thought-provoking study, Bertelli explores the sacred rituals of power that
surround kings, emperors, and popes from the late Roman Empire to the execution of Louis XV1.Robert J. Kalas,
Sixteenth Century Journal About the AuthorSergio Bertelli is Professor of History at the University of Florence. He has
published numerous books in Italian, one of which has been translated into English: Italian Courts of the
Renaissance(1986). R. Burr Litchfield is Professor of History at Brown University and the author of Emergence of a
Bureaucracy: The Florentine Patricians, 1530-1790, for which he received the 1987 Howard R. Marraro Prize of the
American Historical Association. He has translated several historical works from Italian.



