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Roxana Waterson : The Living House: An Anthropology of Architecturein South-East Asia before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Living House: An Anthropology of
Architecture in South-East Asia:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Well written with gorgeous photos! A very carefully researched
...By EmmaWell written with gorgeous photos! A very carefully researched ethnography of home in Southeast Asia
that blends ethno-history with current practice to provide a deep analysis of the meaning of a house.11 of 11 people
found the following review helpful. SuperlativeBy CustomerThis book is an incredible work of ethnographic
documentation as well as atremendous analysis of traditional architecture. Waterson demonstrates how elements of
culture, including gender, kinship, and cosmology are reflected in house design and use. The books s filled with
photographs and illustrations, both by Waterson and from various collections. This book isamust for anyone
interested in South-East Asia, residential architecture, or material culture.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0804844445

The Living House is a pioneering work by respected anthropol ogist Roxana Waterson that has become aclassicinits
field. Itisfirst book of itskind to present a detailed picture of houses within the complex social and symbolic fabric of
indigenous South-East Asian peoples. The main focus of the book is on Indonesia, but in tracing historical links
between architectural forms across the region, it reveals amuch wider field of inquirycovering all of the Austronesian
peoples and cultures extending as far afield as Madagascar, Japan and the Pacific islands to New Zealand and Hawaii.
Asit probes the centrally significant role of houses within South-East Asian social systems, The Living House reveals
new insights into the kinship systems, gender symbolism and cosmological principles of the peoples who build them,
ultimately uncovering fundamental themes concerning the concepts of life force and life processes inherent in all of
these cultures. A vivid picture is produced of how people shape buildings and buildings shape peoplehow rules about
layout and spatial usage impact social relationships. The book concludes with a consideration of present-day changes
affecting the fates of indigenous cultures and architectures throughout the region. This book will be of tremendous
interest to architects and historians, and anyone interested in the indigenous art and cultures of South-East Asia.

About the AuthorRoxana Waterson studied anthropology at New Hall, Cambridge, where she received her Ph.D in
1981. She has been doing fieldwork with the Saladan Toraja people of Sulawesi since 1978. She livesin Singapore
where where she is Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology at the National University of Singapore.



