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Paul Devereux : TheLong Trip: A Prehistory of Psychedelia before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Long Trip: A Prehistory of Psychedelia:

10 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Consciousness in the MakingBy nonlinearizeDevereux's Trip is an
essential work for those interested in human origins and devel opment, the evolution and exploration of human
consciousness, and the application and influence of natural psychotropic substances in these realms.The Trip may be a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0975720058

somewhat cumbersome read for those unacquainted with anthropological discourse, because the text is often
meticulously detailed, providing an account of what seemsto be every conceivable snippet of evidence for the
exploratory use of psychotropics throughout the long span of human prehistory. However, such detailed examination
is used to establish and re-enforce the author's engaging, mind-widening insights. What others have only conjectured
in this understudied field, Devereux substantiates and strengthens.Psychotropics have had a marked influence on our
spiritual traditions, philosophies and arts, and these mind-altering substances continue to play an important role in our
collective experience. Here in Devereux's Long Trip is the who, what, when, where, why, and how much -- a
mesmerizing tour through our ancestors peculiar past, a photo abum replete with fascinating glimpses into the
universal drive and thirst for discovery, knowledge and truth.This text, above many others, provides a compelling
introductory survey of the true depth of psychotropic experimentation and exploration. Highly recommended to those
aready interested in psychotropic use, but especially suggested for those skeptical of the influence, value, importance
and benefits such substances, curiously available in our own Grand Backyard, have the potential capacity to provide.1
of 1 people found the following review helpful. good book but not engrossingBy Ken RobinsonGood information but
not presented in the style if prefer. Happy | bought the book. lots of data to add to collection. learned things | did not
know. Loved the opening description of hisfirst LSD trip. Could tell "he was there". Nice guy and nice book with lots
of information but did not keep meinits grip too well.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. As much
memoir as anythingBy Arundel Enjoyable book, always enjoy learning about new and old things. Devereux's stylesis
more survey than analysis, more popular than scientific, and therefore more superficia than not. Still, it was worth the
read.

Using aslew of disciplines - including archaeology, anthropology, linguistics, ethnobotany, biology and other fields -
The Long Trip strips bare the evidence for the psychedelic experiences of various prehistoric societies and ancient,
traditional cultures. It is probably the most comprehensive single volume to look at the use of mind-altering drugs, or
entheogens, for ritual and shamanistic purposes throughout humanity's long story, while casting withering sidelong
glances at our own times - as Paul Devereux points out, our modern mainstream cultureis eccentric in itsrefusal to
integrate the profound experiences offered by these natural substancesinto its own spiritual life. The Long Tripisa
fascinating study of an influential yet still under-explored experience, and isrevelatory in itsfindings, invaluablein its
research, and important in its attempts to address many deep questions confronting our culture.

From Kirkus sAn independent specialist breezily and a bit tendentiously summarizes the archaeological and
anthropological understanding, such asit is, of the widespread use of hallucinogenic plants around the world since the
earliest times. Devereux's interpretation of indirect archaeological evidence of psychedelic use in ancient western
Europe often comes across as highly speculative. But it's an intriguing look at the kinds of clues ~"cognitive
archaeologists" use to reconstruct long-lost behavior, and in any case the brisk global tour of long-exploited
psychoactive plants leaves no doubt of the intimate relation between these drugs and most human cultures--the notable
exception being our own. From early Eurasia (the familiar red-capped fly agaric mushroom and the legendary soma) to
Africa (ibogaine and khat), through the arcane traditions of Native Americans and the plant lore of ~“witchcraft,"
natural hallucinogens have been an integral part of shamanic religions belief in a higher plane. Devereux, constantly
emphasizing the role of context in any psychedelic experience, takes pains to show that hallucinogens were usually
strictly regulated aspects of a coherent culture's rites. Thus, while not ssimply proselytizing for the indiscriminate use of
psychedelics, Devereux is fanatically keen to demonstrate what modern Western culture is missing out on in its
underappreciation of this history (as well as of expanded consciousnessitself). Because of this underappreciation,
much such study has been performed outside of mainstream anthropology and archaeology. As a consequence,
perhaps, while Devereux's book is a handy summary of this research, much information seems sketchily documented,
when it is not outright unexplained assertion. Devereux's claims for the true insights afforded by psychedelics
(including prediction and remote viewing) invite some skepticism, too. But he shows that judgments would be better
made in a climate of rational inquiry into the obviously basic human predilection for altered consciousness. (83 bw
illustrations, not seen) (Author tour) -- Copyright 1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved. A vast work,
brilliantly researched and well written... --DTOUR The Long Trip endeavors to show that the twentieth-century
psychedelic renaissance is not an anomaly but part of along line of psychedelic traditions that have inspired some
highly creative cultures ... Devereux presents a broad range of archaeological, ethnobotanical, and pharmacological
information about psychedelicsin clear, very readable English...



