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Don Heinrich Tolzmann, Alfred Hessel : The Memory of Mankind: The Story of Libraries Since the Dawn of 
History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Memory 
of Mankind: The Story of Libraries Since the Dawn of History: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book for anyone interested in librariesBy Your friendly family 
NPMy mother-in-law is a library scientist, so I got her this book about the history of libraries. She absolutely loved it!

The Memory of Mankind is an illustrated history of the unique role libraries have played in the history of civilzation. 
Don Heinrich Tolzmann took the classic German-language work The History of Libraires by Alfred Hessel (published 
1925 and translated by Reuben Peiss in 1950) and expanded it with additional text to cover the important past 75 
years. Tolzmann also completely rewrote the first chapter due to the discovery of many clay tablet libraries in the 
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ancient Middle East, thus expanding our library history knowledge back 5,000 years.
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