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John J. Burke : The Neal-Schuman Library Technology Companion, Fifth Edition: A Basic Guide for Library 
Staff  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Neal-
Schuman Library Technology Companion, Fifth Edition: A Basic Guide for Library Staff: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Very expensive and disappointing.By S. KellyQuite a mediocre text 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0838913822


that's outdated and lacks the in-depth information you expect in a college textbook. The short sections barely scratch 
the surface. There's a dearth of URLs, which could point readers to more and better information. This should be an 
ebook with lots of links and interaction. While I see the need to start at square one, that doesn't mean you finish at 
square two in a college textbook. There should be more items in the further readings section so at least we're able to 
find writers who have done a better job.Very expensive and disappointing.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. " (41) it would be nice to have it as an eBook versionBy Elijah OlsonFor a technology book that discusses 
buying eBooks as "freeing [libraries] from buying print copies of technology book titles that become quickly 
outdated," (41) it would be nice to have it as an eBook version. Seriously. This is especially true because one of the 
best features of the book are references to other articles and information with web links. If it was an eBook, you could 
just follow the link directly. With print, you must type in the URL.Also, the price point should be lower than $75 for a 
200 page paperback book.I would never have bought this book, except that it was required for a college course.I'm 
sorry if you have to buy it.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not worth it.By Kacy SmithBook is 
woefully short and filled with only basic information. If you aren't buying this for a textbook, I really don't suggest it 
at the current price. This product would be much more acceptable at around $30 to $40 USD or about half the current 
cost.

In its new fifth edition, which has been completely updated and reorganized, this one-stop overview of all technologies 
used in libraries today is more comprehensive and compelling than ever. The perfect primer for LIS students, Burke's 
guide should also be at the top of the list for any current or future library professional looking to stay at the forefront 
of technological advancement. It gives readers a sound and sensible way to consider, access, and use library 
technologies to better meet the needs of library users. Its incisive coverage includescomplete analysis of the librarian's 
technological toolbox for teaching, security, databases, and more;expert advice on how to compare and evaluate 
competing technology solutions;mobile devices and technology, social media, streaming media, and 
privacy;makerspaces and other technology programing;updated content on open source catalog systems, discovery 
layers, and related elements of library management systems;a new section on learning management systems 
(LMS);websites, web-based services, and free information resources;improved guidance on usability;new technology 
predictions for the future, with tips on how to stay up to date with the latest developments; anda glossary of useful 
terms.Informed by a large-scale survey of librarians across the spectrum of institution types, this guide will be a true 
technology companion to novices and seasoned LIS professionals alike.

"Technology advances at a startling rate, and this book provides a timely overview of what is taking place in libraries. 
Whether it's staff using ILL programs or learning about free information options, assisting a patron with setting up a 
digital projector, or teaching someone how to use social media, library staff are the technocentric community option 
for all people. This information is essential for keeping libraries vital and this should be required reading for all library 
staff." --American Reference Books Annual"Useful for any library staff, at any level ... It is an excellent overview of 
library technology, and it is very thorough yet readable." --Journal of Hospital LibrarianshipAbout the AuthorJohn J. 
Burke is Library Director and Principal Librarian for the Gardner-Harvey Library on the Middletown regional campus 
of Miami University (Ohio). He holds an MS in library science from the University of Tennessee and a BA in history 
from Michigan State University. Prior to his current position, he gained a tremendous amount of experience with 
technology in libraries at the University of Cincinnati Raymond Walters College (Ohio) and Fairmont State College 
(West Virginia). He is a past president of the Academic Library Association of Ohio (ALAO) and a recipient of that 
organization's Jay Ladd Distinguished Service Award. He is the author of several other books, including four previous 
editions of The Neal-Schuman Library Technology Companion: A Basic Guide for Library Staff. He has presented on 
a variety of technology topics at conferences hosted by the Association of College and Research Libraries (ACRL) and 
the American Library Association (ALA), the Library Information and Technology Association (LITA) National 
Forum, and various regional and state conferences. 


