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Thomas Mann : The Oxford Guide to Library Research  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Oxford Guide to Library Research: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One of the Best Books I have Ever ReadBy Akanna24Now my title 
might sound a little hyperbolic, but I promise it's true! It was continually astonished and amazed at what I didn't know 
about the library. Mann presents in such a clear manner effective ways of doing library research. I finally know the 
difference between subject and keyword searches (though I probably didn't have to read this book to figure that out)! 
And introduced to so many new, and different, ways of gathering information. My favorite, however, I think is the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195189981


published book bibliography. Amazing.I am also encouraged by this attitude throughout it all, encouraging the reader 
to think about the importance of real, tangible libraries. A fantastic resource for anyone who wants to do research, and 
not necessarily just for academia.My only question is, how did I earn a bachelor's and a master's degree without having 
yet read this book?0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Three StarsBy Santosit ok1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Excellent Resource for Students and Writers AlikeBy J.T.'s ReviewsI purchased "The 
Oxford Guide to Library Research" based on other reviews here and I am not disappointed. Thomas Mann's book is an 
essential reference for students and writers alike. It is clear and easy to read, especially for those of us who received 
little, if any, training in how to credibly research a topic. If you are a parent considering this for your student son or 
daughter, do him or her a favor and buy it.

With all of the new developments in information storage and retrieval, researchers today need a clear and 
comprehensive overview of the full range of their options, both online and offline, for finding the best information 
quickly. In this third edition of The Oxford Guide to Library Research, Thomas Mann maps out an array not just of 
important databases and print sources, but of several specific search techniques that can be applied profitably in any 
area of research. From academic resources to government documents to manuscripts in archives to business Web sites, 
Mann shows readers how best to exploit controlled subject headings, explains why browsing library shelves is still 
important in an online age, demonstrates how citation searching and related record searching produce results far 
beyond keyword inquiries, and offers practical tips on making personal contacts with knowledgeable people. Against 
the trendy but mistaken assumption that "everything" can be found on the Internet, Mann shows the lasting value of 
physical libraries and the unexpected power of traditional search mechanisms, while also providing the best overview 
of the new capabilities of computer indexing.Throughout the book Mann enlivens his advice with real-world examples 
derived from his experience of having helped thousands of researchers, with interests in all subjects areas, over a 
quarter century. Along the way he provides striking demonstrations and powerful arguments against those theorists 
who have mistakenly announced the demise of print.Essential reading for students, scholars, professional researchers, 
and laypersons, The Oxford Guide to Library Research offers a rich, inclusive overview of the information field, one 
that can save researchers countless hours of frustration in the search for the best sources on their topics.

"This insightful, timely work deserves a place in every researcher's toolkit. Thomas Mann expertly assesses the myriad 
resources available to scholars in the digital age, while at the same time arguing for the continuing, crucial role of the 
library as the repository of all human knowledge."--PaulLeClerc, President of the New York Public Library "This 
insightful, timely work deserves a place in every researcher's toolkit. Thomas Mann expertly assesses the myriad 
resources available to scholars in the digital age, while at the same time arguing for the continuing, crucial role of the 
library as the repository of all human knowledge."--Paul LeClerc, President of the New York Public Library "This 
insightful, timely work deserves a place in every researcher's toolkit. Thomas Mann expertly assesses the myriad 
resources available to scholars in the digital age, while at the same time arguing for the continuing, crucial role of the 
library as the repository of all human knowledge."--Paul LeClerc, President of the New York Public Library"This 
insightful, timely work deserves a place in every researcher's toolkit. Thomas Mann expertly assesses the myriad 
resources available to scholars in the digital age, while at the same time arguing for the continuing, crucial role of the 
library as the repository of all human knowledge."--Paul LeClerc, President of the New York Public Library"Mann's 
exceptionally intelligent, succinct, and practical guide will become essential for novices as well as experienced 
scholars. He adroitly combines up-to-date expertise in electronic sources with reassuring mastery of traditional 
methods."--Robert Parks, Robert H. Taylor Curator of Autograph Manuscripts, The Pierpont Morgan Library"Of great 
use and enlightenment to anyone with a scholarly, professional, commercial, or recreational interest in research into 
any field, and also to both students and practitioners of librarianship. This is the only book that combines (very 
successfully) elements of reference work and of the organization and retrieval of knowledge and information. It is 
highly accessible to the general reader as well as being the authority for those in library and related fields wishing to 
add to their skills and understanding."--Michael Gorman, President, American Library Association"This insightful, 
timely work deserves a place in every researcher's toolkit. Thomas Mann expertly assesses the myriad resources 
available to scholars in the digital age, while at the same time arguing for the continuing, crucial role of the library as 
the repository of all human knowledge."--Paul LeClerc, President of the New York Public LibraryAbout the 
AuthorThomas Mann, Ph.D., a former private investigator, is currently a Reference Librarian in the Main Reading 
Room of the Library of Congress. He lives in Washington, D.C. 


