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From Brand: Alyson Publications : The Persistent Desire: A Femme-Butch Reader  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Persistent Desire: A Femme-Butch Reader: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Could not be happier to have this bookBy E. B. MULLIGANClassic 
book that is strangely out of print. I had no idea how Huge the volume of essays, stories, pictures and poems this book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1555831907


contains.So many fantastic selections: from Lee Lynch's short story `Jacky and the Femme' followed by her poem 
`Stone Butch', to the concluding work from Joan Nestle `Our Gift of Touch'.A partial list of the many contributors -
Dorothy AllisonPat CalifiaBarbara SmithArlene SteinJewelle L. GomezChristine CassidyAmber HollibaughCherrie 
MoragaDonna AllegraRita LaporteCarolyn GammonIna RimpauMerril MushroomAudre LordeElly BulkinLeslie 
FeinbergJudy LedererLisa E. DavisRadclyffe HallWilliam Cullen BryantDo not skip the excellent introduction by 
Joan Nestle with the touching postscript.This is a keeper from beginning to end!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Five StarsBy L'Monique KingA must have!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A 
classicBy clr2seaFantastic work hat, while it is dated in parts now, still holds up. Has spawned several imitators, but is 
still the classic that outshines them all. I learned a lot.

Gay Lesbian Studies, Homosexuality, Women's Studies

From Library JournalThis anthology of stories, poems, and nonfiction accounts pays homage to a host of femme and 
butch lesbian relationships that have flourished over four decades. The narrators recount their experiences, describing 
how they met, how they took care of one another, and how they tried--or defiantly tried not--to fit in. The selections 
themselves bubble with passion and pain. Some dive beneath the surface to explore the varied meanings of gender 
roles, but most describe highly ritualistic manners of dress, hairstyle, and gesture that at times left the protagonist open 
to ridicule. In collecting these pieces into one volume, Nestle ( A Restricted Country , Firebrand Bks., 1987) has made 
sure that the integrity and diversity of femme-butch relationships will not be lost. She has included narratives from 
women of many backgrounds and ethnic groups and from outside the United States. Highly recommended for 
academic and large public libraries.- Lisa Nussbaum, Euclid P.L., OhioCopyright 1992 Reed Business Information, 
Inc. 


