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Since the 1973 publication of Gustavo Gutirrezs groundbreaking work A Theology of Liberation, liberation theology's 
central premise of the preferential option for the poor has become one of the most important yet controversial 
theological themes of the twentieth century. As the situation for many of the worlds poor worsens, it becomes ever 
more important to ensure that the option for the poor remains not only a vibrant theological concept but also a practical 
framework for living out the gift and challenge of Christian faith. The Preferential Option for the Poor beyond 
Theology draws on a diverse group of contributors to explore how disciplines as varied as law, economics, politics, the 
environment, science, liberal arts, film, and education can help us understand putting a commitment to the option for 
the poor into practice. 
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