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Joyce G. Saricks: The Readers Advisory Guideto Genre Fiction before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Readers Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The very best book available for teaching librarians how to do top-
notch ...By Teresa PachecoThe very best book available for teaching librarians how to do top-notch Readers Advisory
servicein apublic library. I'm aprofessional librarian and used it over and over, and recommended it to my librarian
friends.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Arianne Azar CareyWas a very resourceful
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book! Helped me get through the course.

From psychological suspense and historical fiction to gentle reads and romance, this new guide from expert readers
advisor Joyce Saricks explores the many worlds of fiction. Covering fifteen popular genres (including often-neglected
literary titles), each chapter includes a definition of the genre, its characteristics and appeal elements (such as character
development, story line, and frame), and its key authors and subgenres. To help you prepare for the eternal can you
recommend a good book on... question, there are also reader interview tips, reference sources, and guidelines on how
to prepare for the questions you will undoubtedly get. Packed with specific examples, this user-friendly and readable
guide will help you to: * Learn which elements of fiction actually entice readers. * Distinguish the expectations of
readers of different genres. * Uncover Sure Bets - titles that consistently appeal to avariety of readers. * Master the ins
and outs of the readers advisory interview. Provocative and spirited, The Readers Advisory Guide to Genre Fiction
offers hands-on strategies for librarians who want to become expert at figuring out what their readers are looking for
and ho

From Library JournalLibrarians attempting to answer that gut-sinking request for abook "just like this one" can't
afford to miss this excellent self-study reader's advisory guide. The author of Readers Advisory Servicein the Public
Library (Professional Media, LJ 10/15/97), Saricks helps librarians painlessly discover the specific appeal of 15
different popular fiction genres, what the benchmark titles are for each, and how to talk to people about the books they
love. Genres overlooked by other reader's advisory tools are listed here in good detail, such asliterary fiction, women's
lives and relationships, and three types of suspense separate from mysteries, horror, and thrillers. In each chapter,
Saricks breaks a genre down into subgenres (for example, under mystery, English cozy amateur detective talesvs.
police procedurals) and identifies authors and titles that typify each. Annotated suggestions for print and nonprint
resources are appended for further investigation, as well as another appendix challenging readers to explore five books
in each genre every year (with alist of good titlesto try). Well indexed by author, title, and subject, and full of
practical suggestions on how to prepare for working with readers, thisis an invaluable resource. Highly recommended
for al public libraries. Jennifer Baker, Seattle P.L. Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc. Covering fifteen
popular genres, each chapter includes a definition of the genre, its characteristics and appeal elements (such as
character development, story line, and frame), and its key authors and subgenres."By carefully drawing distinctions
between titles within a given genre and by drawing attention to others with the same appeal, Saricks hopes to
encourage librarians and readers to venture into some unknown territories."" Librarians attempting to answer that gut-
sinking request for abook just like this one' can't afford to miss this excellent self-study reader's advisory guide... [A]n
invaluable resource. Highly recommended for all public libraries."" Distinguished by Saricks' sharp wit and keen
knowledge of her subject..."..".this valuable and interesting book should be required reading for anybody working with
readers advisory services or preparing genre reading lists for brochures or web pages. It's also likely that readers will
want to browse through the book's recommendations themselves.".." .will quickly be battered by heavy use from
librarians grateful for itsinsights on how and what to recommend to patrons looking for novels... Saricks approach is
clear, thoughtful, trailblazing, and will be very useful in all public libraries of any size... Thisfine book is highly
recommended.” About the AuthorJoyce G. Saricks has worked as coordinator of the Literature and Audio Services
Department at the Downers Grove Public Library since 1983. In addition to co-authoring Readers' Advisory Servicein
the Public Library (ALA Editions), she has published several articles on readers advisory and co-created the Adult
Reading Round Table, an organization of more than 200 Chicago-areareaders advisors. In 1989, Saricks won the
Public Library Association's Allie Beth Martin Award, and in 2000 was named Librarian of the Y ear by the Romance
Writers of America. She has presented more than seventy workshops on readers' advisory for public libraries and
library systems around the country. Saricks earned her master's degree in library science from the University of
Chicago.



